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DR.  THOMPSON'S  GREAT  SPEECH 


A  Large  and  Representative  Gathering  of  Populists  of  Sampson  and 
Adjoining  Counties  at  Clinton,  N.  C,  Aug,  19, 1898,  to  Hear  the 


OPENING  OF  THE  POPULIST  CAMPAIGN. 


Dr.  Thompson  Tears  the  Mask  of  Hypoc- 
risy From  the  Gold  and  Monopoly 
Ciowd  Which  is  now  io  Control  cf  the 
D  naocratic  Organization.— Be  Proves 
Ths-ir  Insincerity  to  the  Cause  oi  Finan- 
cial aud  Corporation  "Reforms  — The 
PcpnJists  of  Sampson  Enthusiastic—  No 
Backsliding  to  the  Democratic   Partr. 

Ladies  and  Fellow  Citizens: — It 
has  been  almost  two  years  since  I  at- 
tempted to  make  a  speech,  and  circum- 
stances which  I  could  not  control,  for 
many  months  past,  have  prevented  my 
giving  that  attention  to  political  mat- 
ters, which  I  might  otherwise  have 
given;  and  recently  I  have  not  had 
to 9  time  to  spare  from  my  official  du- 
ties to  devote  to  the  preparation  of  a 
political  speech.  I  had  hoped  to  enter 
the  campaign  sometime  after  the  first 
of  September.  I  had  hoped  that  by 
that  time  I  should  find  opportunity  for 
such  preparation  as  the  cause  ought  to 
have  had.  "Wren  I  was  written  to  to 
speak  to  you  on  this  occasion,  I  replied 
th^t  it  was  not  probable  that  I  couid 
come.  Afterwards  I  was  written  to 
that  I  ffiust  come,  fov  the.  reason  that 
I  had  been  billed  to  come;  and  it  was 
evident  that  I  must  come  or  somebody 
in  the  county  of  Sampson,  and  that  a 
mighty  good  Populist,  and  possibly  a 
number  of  mighty  good  Populists, 
would  be  accused  of  having  misrepre- 
sented me.  I  thought  then  that  I 
would  come  and  that  Senator  Butler 
woaltt  be  here,  and  that  he  himself 
would  do  the  greater  part  of  the  speak- 


ing. It  so  turned  out  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  Senator  Butler  to  be  here. 
He  had  an  invitation  to  speak  m  Tex- 
as, Colorado  and  Utah,  where  his  ser- 
vices as  national  chairman  of  the  Peo- 
ple's party  were  urgently  demanded. 
For  that  reason  he  is  not  here,  an;*  I 
am  here — kind  of  "boss  dog  of  the  bone 
yard"  in  the  speaking  line,  whether  I 
am  prepared  to  speak  or  no*".  Now  if 
I  can  make  my  enemies  on  the  other 
side  feel  as  uncomfortable  about  the 
speech  after  it  ia  made  as  I  feel  before- 
hand, I  shall  be  abundantly  satisfied, 
and  I  know  that  some  of  you  will  be 
as  wed  satisfied  as  I  am. 

In  1892  the  People's  party  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  had  its  birth. 
I  need  not  recount  the  conditions 
which  called  into  existence  the  or- 
ganization in  this  State.  Men  who  had 
been  educated  in  the  Farmer's  Alli- 
ance; who. had  studied  political  ques- 
tions, and  learned  that  the  tariff'  was 
not  the  sole  cause  of  all  the  troubles 
and  oppressions  of  this  land,  rose  up 
and  said  in  that  year  of  grace,  that  we 
will  no  longer  bow  down  to  Grover 
Cleveland,  the  stuffed  prophet  of  the 
state  of  New  York.  You  know  how  it 
was  said  by  the  then  chairman  of  the 
Democratic  State  Executive  Commit- 
tee (who  is  also  the  present  chairman) 
that  if  you  could  not  swallow  Grover 
Cleveland,  then  you  were  not  a  Dem- 
ocrat aud  you  could  not  enter  a  Demo- 
cratic primary  or  convention.  Men 
who  had  seriously  studied  great  eco- 
nomic questions,  men  who  felt  that 
gold  and  monopoly  were  robbing  them 


i 
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and  their  children  of  their  rights,  re- 
volted from  the  Democratic  yarfy  aDd 
organized  ihe  People's  party  in  North 
Carolina;  and  we  made  a  campaign  in 
that  year  that  routed  our  enemies  on 
the  srurap,  if  they  afrerwards,  by  their 
methods,  routed  us  at  the  ballot  box. 
It  developed  after  that,  that  the  same 
men  who  had  driven  us  out  of  the 
Democratic  party  because  we  could 
not  swallow  Grover  Cleveland,  came 
themselves  and  said  we  cannot  swal- 
low hi  in  either — he  has  grown  too 
large  for  our  throats.  The  half  bushel 
which  they  had  set  up  as  the  standard 
of  measurement,  and  by  which  they 
measured  us  in  1S92,  turned  out  after- 
wards not  to  be  a  half-bushel,  and 
never  had  been.  We  went  forward, 
the  People's  Party  in  North  Carolina, 
and  throughout  this  land,  teaching 
everywhere  the  principles  that  under- 
lie genuine  Democracy  and  true  Re- 
publicanism, and  we  so  revolutionized 
the  sentiment  of  the  masses  of  men  in- 
side of  the  Democratic  party,  that  the 
Democratic  party  saw  that  unless  they 
came  to  this  position — the  attitude  on 
economic  questions  which  the  Peo- 
ple's Party  had  assumed— that  among 
parties  they  would  not  be  knee  high 
in  this  State  or  in  the  nation;  and  al- 
though they  had  set  out  in  1892  to 
1  make  Populism  odious  in  North  Caro- 
lina," although  they  had  said  upon  a 
stand  in  this  ground,  as  Mr.  Bellamy 
did  six  years  ago,  that  this  question  of 
silver  and  financial  reform  was  all  a 
wild  craze,  and  that  the  silver  dollar 
was  a  seventy-cent  dollar  (and  it  after- 
wards got  to  be  a  fifty-cent  dollar)  and 
that  "I  want  a  dollar  that  is  good  ev- 
erywhere— good  in  Europe — I  want  a 
dollar  that  has  got  a  hundred  cents  in 
it,"  in  1896  they  came  around  and  said  : 
"Oh  well,  we  see  we  were  wrong;  we 
think  just  like  you  do;  let's  let  all  the 
rotten  eggs  of  1892  go  by,  let's  don't 
smell  thein  any  more;  let  bygones  be 
bygones;  we  be  brethren."  They  want 
us,  however,  to  come  back  into  the 
Democratic  party.  The  prodigal  ought, 
they  say,  to  return  home.  In  order  to 
force  us  to  return  home,  in  their  Na- 
tional Convention  of  1896,  they  delib- 
erately stole  the  prominent  planks  of 
the  People's  Party  platform;  they 
nominated  a  man  for  the  presidency 
that  bad  not  voted  a  Democratic  ticket 
straight  for  a  number  of  years.  They 
nominated  William  J.  Bryan  and  said  : 
"Now  he  is  all  right  on  the  national 
banking  issue  and   on  the  silver  issue, 


he  is  with  you;  will  you  go  forward 
and  put  a  man  up  in  his  face?"  The 
Populists  of  this  nation  met  in  their 
convention  at  St.  Louis  and  said  :  "No, 
we  waut  to  elect  a  man  who  has  got 
our  principles  in  him,  and  as  you  have 
put  up  such  a  man  we  will  endorse 
him."  We  nominated  Mr.  Bryan,  and 
we,  the  Populists  of  North  Carolina 
showed  our  faith  by  our  worKs,  when, 
notwithstanding  all  the  ostracism  and 
odium  which  had  oeen  attached  to  us  by 
the  Democratic  machine  in  North  Car- 
olina, we  walked  up  and  cast  our  vote 
for  William  J.  Bryan  and  carried  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  for  silver  in 
1896,  They  put  us  to  the  test  and  they 
did  not  find  us  wanting.  Marion  But- 
ler, Chairman  of  the  Populist  State 
Committee  in  North  Carolina,  went  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  State 
Committee  and  made  to  him  &  proposi- 
tion that  we  co-operate  if  we  are  silver 
men,  Democrats  and  Populists,  that 
we  co-operate  all  through  and  through 
in  North  Carolina.  The  proposition 
which  be  submitted  is  well  known  to 
many  of  you  if  not  to  all  of  you.  We 
submitted  a  proposition  that  as  to 
electors  of  the  Presidential  ticket  the 
Democrats  should  have  six  and  the 
Populists  five.  This  was  agreed  upon 
and  carried  into  effect.  As  to  State 
offices,  Mr.  Butler  said  to  Mr.  Manly, 
let  the  Populists  have  the  Governor, 
Treasurer,  and  Superintendent  of  Pub-„ 
lie  Instruction*,  and  the  Democrats 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  Auditor,  the  Attor- 
ney General,  and  the  United  States 
Senator;  or  let  the  Democrats  have 
the  Governor,  Attorney  General,  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction,  and 
the  Populists  take  the  Lieutenant 
Governor,  Treasurer,  Secpetary  State 
Auditor,  and  United  States  Senator. 
As  to  Congressmen,  the  Populists  to 
have  the  first,  fourth,  sixth  and 
seventh  Districts;  the  Democrats  to 
have  the  second,  fifth,  eight  and  ninth 
Districts;  the  third  District  to  h 
open  for  a  free  fight.  Did  they  accept 
that  proposition?  No,  they  did  not 
accept  it.  They  wanted  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  to  get  everything 
or  they  would  get  nothing.  Well,  they 
got  nothing. 

In  the  year  of  grace,  1898,  recollect- 
ing the  campaign  which  Democratic 
speakers  bad  made  along  the  line  of 
financial  reform,  more  vigorous  even 
than  Populists  could  make,  the  con- 
vention of  the  Peoples  Party,  by  its 


unanimous  action,  said  we  will  submit 
a  proposition  to  the  Democratic  party, 
if  they  are  for  silver  and  financial  re- 
form, to  co-operate  with  us  in  the 
State  in  1898.  As  chairman  of  the 
State  Committee  I  went  with  other 
members  of  the  Central  Committee 
and  presented  the  following  to  Mr, 
Manly,  the  then  chairman  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic State  Committee.  Here  is  the 
letter  wherein  I  submitted  the  Popu- 
list proposition  to  the  Democratic 
party : 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  May  25, 1898. 
Hon  Clement  MANLY,Chairman  Dem- 
ocratic State  Executive  Committee : 
Dear  Sir  :  We.  the  conference  com- 
mittee, elected  by  the  State  Conven- 
tiou  of  the  Peoples  Party,  which  as- 
sembled i»this  city  on  the  17th  inst., 
have  the  honor  herewith  to  present  a 
copy  of  a  series  of  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  said  convention,  which  resolu- 
tions, together  with  this  letter,  we  re- 
quest you  as  chairman  to  present  to 
the  Democratic  State  Convention 
which  is  to  assemble  in  this  city  on 
Thursday,  May  26, 1898,  for  such  con- 
sideration and  action  as  the  judgment 
of  your  convention  may  determine. 

This  committee  was  elected  by  the 
Peoples  Party  State  Convention  under 
the  fifth  resolution  of  the  series  here 
presented. 

If  your  convention  shall  declare  its 
endorsement  of  the  principles  and 
purposes  set  forth  in  these  resolutions, 
and  favor  a  co-operation  with  the  Peo 
pies  Party  in  the  coming  campaign  to 
carry  the  same  into  effect,  your  con- 
vention is  requested  to  name  a  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  us  as  to  the  de- 
tails of  the  co-operation. 

We  are  no**  present  in  this  city  with 
headquarters  at  room  No.  19,  Park  Ho- 
tel, where  we  will  await  the  action  of 
your  convention  upon  this  transaction. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Yerj  respectfully, 

Cyrus  Thompson,  Ch'n. 

James  B.  Lloyd, 

Morrison  H   Caldwell, 

J.  B.  Schulken, 

Z.  T.  Garrett, 

E.  A.  Moye, 

Committee. 

Now  let's  read  these  resolutions  and 
test  in  the  light  of  this  the  sincerity 
of  the  Democratic  leadership  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  upon  all  the 
questions  of  this  campaign  in  which 
Populists  believe — upon  the  very  ques- 


tions which  they  advocated  so  vigor- 
ously before  the  people  of  North  Caro- 
lina in  1896. 

[Here  Dr.  Thompson  read  the  reso- 
lutions which  were  offered  by  the  Pop- 
ulists to  the  Democrats  as  a  basis  of 
co-operation,  and  which  contained  the 
principles  which  Mr.  Bryan  declared 
the  two  parties  had  in  common  and 
upon  which  they  should  unite.] 

I  ask  the  men  that  stand  here  and 
hear  me  to-day,  what  single  demand 
is  there  in  this  series  of  resolutions 
which  you  do  not  favor?  (A  Voice: 
Not  One),  If  there  is  a  man  in  this 
audience  who  opposes  a  single  thing 
we  have  demanded,  let  him  hold  up 
his  hand  that  we  may  see  who  he  is. 
(A  pause.)  There  is  not  a  man  in 
this  audience  who  dares  hold  up  his 
hand  and  say  he  is  not  in  favor  of 
what  the  Populists  asked  the  Demo- 
crats to  co-operate  with  them  to  get. 
And  there  are  Democrats  in  this  au- 
dience (A  Voice:  Mighty  Few),  and 
to  them  let  me  say  that  I  am  not  al- 
leging anything  against  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  Democratic  party  in  North 
Carolina,  because  I  know  that  at  heart 
you  are  what  Populists  are.  For  that 
reason  we  presented  these  resolutions 
to  the  convention  of  your  party  and 
your  leaders  who  would  »ot  accept 
them  for  you ;  they  did  not  give  you 
an  opportunity  to  put  into  execution 
the  very  things  which  you  nave  here- 
tofore believed.  What  answer  >did 
they  make?  Lei;  me  read  you  their 
answer: 

"The  Committee  on  Platform  and 
Resolutions,  by  direction  of  the  con- 
vention, having  under  consideration 
the  proposition  for  fusion  made  by  a 
committee  of  the  Populist  party,  rec- 
ommend that  this  convention  adopt 
tha  following  resolutions  in  respect 
thereto : 

Resolved  1.  That  the  proposition 
for  fusion  submitted  by  the  Populist 
committee,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
respectfully  declined. 

2.  That  the  Democratic  State  Exec- 
utive Committee,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  instructed  to  entertain  no 
further  proposition  for  fusion," 

Slap  in  the  face,  and  slap  in  the  face 
for  all  time.  When  that  was  put  out, 
there  arose  in  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
Democratic  party  of  North  Carolina  a 
whirl-wind  of  disgust  at  the  action  of 
its  leaders.  The  rank  and  file  of  the 
Democratic  party  said,  we  believe  as 
the  Populists.   I  sat  in  the  Democratic 


convention,  in  the  galleries,  looking 
down  upon  it,  and  afterwards  a  Dem- 
ocrat came  by  me  and  said:  "That 
settles  the  course  which  I  am  to  pur- 
sue hereafter.  It  shows  the  hypocrisy 
of  Democratic  professions,  and  here- 
after I  cast  my  vote  with  the  Peoples 
Party  wherever  it  may  go."  (Loud 
Applause.)  Yet  every  Democratic  pa- 
per in  the  land  now  tells  about  "over 
yonder,"  not  here,  but  "away  over 
yonder,"  the  Populists  are  breaking 
their  necks  to  get  back  into  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Do  you  believe  it 
(Several  Voices:  No!  No!)  Do  you 
believe  it?  I  will  tell  you  that  you 
can  go  into  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina to-day  and  you  will  find  more 
Democrats  leaving  the  Democratic 
party  and  coming  to  us  than  you  can 
find  men  leaving  the  Populist  party 
to  go  to  the  Democrats.  What  do  you 
want  to  go  back  to  the  Democratic 
parry  for?  We  went  out  on  a  proph- 
ecy and  a  partial  fulfilment.  All  that 
you  have  prophesied  of  them  has  come 
true.  What  are  you  going  back  for? 
Why,  it  is  like  the  +'ellow  who  left 
Texas.  His  crops  continually  failed 
and  slaughtered  the  promises  of  their 
springtime.  He  at  last  pulled  to  his 
cabin  door  and  whistled  for  his  dog; 
and'wrote  upon  the  door :  "Farewell 
Texas;  I  bid  you  a  long  adieu.  I  may 
go  to  hell,  but  I'Jl  never  come  back  to 
you." 

When  they  put  us  to  the  test  in  the 
Presidential  campaign  of  1896  we 
walked  right  square  up  and  said,  you 
nominated  him  but  we  will  vote  for 
bim.  And  we  did  it.  They  scratched 
the  ticket,  but  the  Populists  did  not 
scratch.  I  said  to  the  Popu- 
lists: "Don't  scratch  but  let 
the  Democrats  scratch.  The  men  who 
have  the  itch  are  the  men  who  ought 
to  scratch."  You  can  take  the  record 
of  that  election  and  it  will  show  you 
that  we  stood  up  almost  to  a  manf  but 
the  Democrats  did  not  stand  up.  No, 
no.  Many  of  them  put  up  the  Palmer- 
Buckner  ticket  and  voted  it;  and  when 
they  did  not  vote  that  tkket  they  went 
right  along  and  scratched  off  the  Pop- 
ulist electors  and  voted  for  the  Dem- 
ocratic; and  when  they  did  not  do 
that  they  went  and  voted  for  William 
McKinley  to  be  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  yet  they  call  them- 
selves Democrats.  There  were  men 
who  sat  in  that  late  Democratic  con- 
vention of  May  26th  who  scratchtd  the 
Populist  electors  and  swore  that  they 


would  not  vote  that  ticket;  there  were 
men  who  sat  in  and  around  that  con- 
vention that  voted  the  Palmer  and 
Buckner  ticket.  You  had  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Bird,  over  here  in  Harnett 
county,  who  did  it.  The  chief  mana- 
ger and  controlling  influence  in  all  that 
Democratic  convention  was  A.  B.  An- 
drews, Vice-President  of  the  Southern 
Railway,  the  manager  of  the  politics  of 
the  Democratic  party  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  yet,  A.  B.  Andrews  voted  for 
William  McKinley  to  be  President  of 
these  United  States.  He  dictates  the 
chairman,  says  who  shall  be  the  chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  Executive 
Committee.  Why,  indeed,  it  is  true 
that  a  little  while  after  the  convention 
met,  an  ex-judge  of  the  Democratic 
party  was  sitting  in  front  <jf  the  Yar- 
borough  hotel  in  Raleigh,  and  a  young 
uppity  Democrat  came  out  and  spoke 
to  him  and  said  :  "Judge,  who  is  going 
to  be  chairirman  of  the  Democratic 
Stat£  Committee  ?"  The  Judge  said: 
"Go and  ask  Colonel  Andrews,  he  can 
tell  you."  And  in  a  few  weeks  after 
that  the  committee  got  together  and 
elected  Mr.  Simmons  chairman,  be- 
cause Alex  Andrews  and  the  railroad 
influence  in  North  Carolina  wanted 
bim  there.  The  McKinley  influence 
in  North  Carolina  heads  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  North  Carolina;  there 
is  no  escape  from  that.  And  jet  they 
go  about  and  cry:  "The  Democratic 
party  is  regenerated;  return,  oh  ye 
prodigals,  return."  I  say  that  the 
Democratic  party  is  in  the  control  of 
the  gold  men  and  monopolists  in 
North  Carolina  tc-day  and  that  there 
is  no  element  of  financial  reform  in 
its  leadership.  Only  a  little  while  be- 
fore the  last  national  convention.  Mr. 
Simmons,  the  now  chairman  of  the 
Democratic  State  Executive  Commit- 
tee, then  holding  Collector's  place, 
which  was  secured  for  him  by  Ransom 
not  until  Vance  was  dead,  a  job  which 
he  got  from  Cleveland,  and  which  paid 
him  a  matter  of  five  or  six  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  stated  in  the  Washing- 
ton Post,  possibly  in  February,  that 
North  Carolina  was  all  right  for  Cleve- 
land and  for  gold.  Mr.  Simmons,  the 
man  who  sent  out  the  secret  circular 
in  the  campaign  of  1892  that  cut  out 
from  his  vote,  not  only  the  ignorant 
negro,  but  the  unsuspecting  white  men 
in  North  Carolina,  so  much  so  that  he 
became  infamously  known  among  the 
honorable  yeomanry  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  as  Secret  Circular  Sim- 


ruons.  Who  was  chairman  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic State  Executive  Committee  be- 
fore that,  and  on  the  committee  right 
now  ?  Clement  Manly,  a  very  clever 
gentleman,  but  not  a  silver  man  and  a 
Democrat  like  the  rank  and  file  or  the 
Democratic  party  in  North  Carolina; 
a  man  who  a  little  while  before  he  was 
made  chairman  in  1896,  wrote  to  J.  W. 
Grainger,  a  committeeman,  of  the  town 
of  Kinston,  Lenoir  county,  saying:  "I 
hope  we  will  never  submit  in 
North  Carolina  to  this  silver  craze." 
Now  somebody  may  want  to  deny  this 
statement.  When  he  denies  it  I  will 
bring  the  witness  to  prove  what  I 
have  said. 

Now,  to  prove  further  that  they  are 
not  genuine  in  their  professions  for 
silver,  this  man  Grainger,  who  is  a 
silver  man  and  was  on  the  committee 
up  to  the  late  State  convention,  is  dis- 
placed now  by  another  man.  W"hat 
further  than  that?  Henry  L.  Stevens 
of  Warsaw  was  a  silver  man,  He  was 
on  the  committee.  He  was  a  little  bit 
in  the  way  and  they  put  him  out  and 
pur.  onr  friend,  Dr.  John  Faison,  a  man 
who  believes  that  Grover  Cleveland  is 
the  greatest  man  the  Lord  has  created 
for  centuries,  in  his  place — the  same 
Dr.  Faison  who,  in  the  Duplin  Demo- 
cratic convention  of  this  year,  offered 
a  resolution  condemning  the  Diroo- 
cratic  State  Committee  for  arranging 
fusion  with  the  Populists  to  carry  the 
State  for  Mr,,  Bryan  in  1896. 

Why,  they  know  it.  A  Democrat  of 
some  prominence  told  me  that  he  went 
to  Mr.  Simmons  himself  and  said  :  "I 
have  no  heart. in  this  campaign,  and  I 
will  not  make  you  any  speeches  in  this 
campaign.  Your  selection  a«  chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  committee  is 
an  insult  to  every  Populist  in  the  State 
and  will  cost  the  Democratic  party  in 
this  State  ten  thousand  votes."  Yet  I 
hear  it  said  that  the  Populists  are  just 
jumping  over  one  another  to  get  back 
into  the  Democratic  party.  Do  you 
think  these  newspaper  reports  are  lies? 
They  mightily  resemble  them,  don't 
they? 

I  am  going  to  state  a  little  bit  further 
of  the  insincerity  of  the  Democratic 
party.  Ever  after  the  war,  until  1896, 
the  Democratic  party  ran  its  campaign 
in  this  State  on  State  issues,  and  State 
issues  alone,  except  what  it  said  about 
the  tariff  and  the  Force  Bill.  Demo- 
cratic speakers  said  on  every  stump 
that  "we  can  get  along  under  any  sort 
of  United  States  government,  provided 


we  can  have  a  good  State  govern- 
ment." They  were  mightily  afraid  of 
the  "nigger."  In  1896  they  burnt  up 
their  history  of  the  legislature  of  1895. 
They  did  not  cry  "nigger"  at  all,  but 
they  said  "silver!  silver!  silver!"  and 
on  every  breeze  and  every  lip  it  was 
silver  from  every  Democratic  tongue. 
They  ran  that  campaign  on  National 
issues,  Why  don't  they  do  it  again? 
Silver  is  just  as  urgent  an  issue  now 
as  it  was  then,  certainly  so  far  as  Con- 
gressmen  are  concerned.  No,  they  go 
back  to  their  old  cry  and  say  "the 
white  metal  and  the  white  man,"  but- 
they  don't  say  much  about  the  white 
metal.  You  can  pick  up  Democratic 
papers  and  there  is  nothing  about  sil- 
ver or  William  J.  Bryan  in  them.  They 
have  left  it  off,  and  it  is  just  "nigger I 
nigger!  nigger!"  forevermore.  That 
i*  all  the  politics  the  Democratic  party 
has  in  the  State  now;  it  is  all  they  had 
prior  to  1896,  and  they  they  took  silver 
up  then  because  they  saw  the  rank  and 
file  of  their  party  would  leave  them 
and  come  to  the  Peoples  Party  if  they 
did  otherwise  Is  there  a  prominent 
Democrat  here  who  does  not  believe 
that?  Why,  he  knows  I  am  telling  the 
living  truth;  they  ail  know  I  am  tell- 
ing the  truth. 

Let's  look  at  it  a  little  bit  further, 
I  was  in  the  Democratic  State  Con- 
tention as  a  looker-on.  One  of  the 
'speakers  I  heard  there  was  Capt.  W. 
H.  Kitchen — Buck  Kitchen.  Buck  got 
up  and  he  began  to  speak,  and  some 
fellow  said  :  "Say  what  you  want  and 
you  can  hav3  it."  I  reckon  that  was 
pleasing  to  Buck.  Buck  did  not  s-ay 
what  he  wanted,  but  Buck  wanted 
something.  He  has  not  got  a  thing. 
I  say -he  wanted  something  because  he 
never  left  Cleveland  and  the  Demo- 
crats and  came  to  us  until  he  did  not 
get  the  job  that  he  wanted  from  Gro- 
ver Cleveland;  and  when  he  came  to 
us  we  knew  we  had  to  put  him  in  a 
good  strong  place.  We  tried  to  make 
him  Superintendent  of  the  peniten- 
tiary, knowing  tnat  if  we  put  him  in 
the  penitentiary  we  could  him.  Mr. 
L'^azer  would  not  let  him  have  it  and 
stood  him  out  in  the  rain,  and  the  De- 
mocrats called  him  "Rain-in-the- 
Faoe";and  seeing  that  there  was  no 
strong  box  for  him  in  the  Populist 
and  Republican  co-operation,  Buck 
began  to  csss,  and  went  back  to  the 
Democratic  party;  and  what  do  you 
think  he  said?  He  stood  on  the  plat- 
form of    the   Democratic  Convention 


and  said;  fcX  left  the  Democratic  party 
because  of  its  gold  and  monopoly  ten- 
dencies. If  it  had  been  in  1894  when 
I  left  it,  what  it  is  now,  regenerated,  I 
would  have  stayed  in  it.  Now  that 
you  are  regenerated  I  come  back  to 
you."  A  fellow  said :  '  Name  what 
you  want."  I  am  going  to  make  a 
statement,  a  declaration,  right  here: 
If  the  Democratic  party  is  regenerat- 
ed ;  if  It  is  now  what  it  ought  to  have 
been  in  1892;  if  it  is  now  such  that  if 
it  had  been  the  same  in  1892  you  would 
not  have  left  it,  then  you  ought  to 
break  your  necks  going  back  into  the 
Democratic  party,  for  there  would  be 
no  use  for  the  People's  Party.  But 
has  it  changed?  The  same  leadership 
that  controlled  and  dominated  the 
party  in  1892  controls  it  today.  It  is 
not  regenerated  today  and  Buck  Kit- 
chen and  every  other  sensible  man 
knows  it  is  not  regenerated.  Was  it 
regerated  in  1896  and  fell  from  grace? 
No,  if  it  had  been  once  in  grace  it 
would  have  been  always  in  grace.  It 
was  not  regenerated,  and  the  grand- 
est piece  of  political  hypocrisy  ever 
perpetrated  before  the  people  was  the 
canvass  of  the  leaders  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  behalf  of  free  silver 
and  W.  J.  Bryan  in  1896.  We  showed 
their  hypocrisy  when  they  refused  our 
proposition  for  co-operatiou.  We 
proved  it  after  that.  Somebody  might 
rise  up  and  say  ;  "Oh,  the  Democratic 
Convention  was  a  w^'te  shirt  brigade 
controlled  by  railroad  lawyers,  but  it 
is  not  so  in  the  counties  and  districts." 
Let  us  see.  In  the  third  Congressional 
District  the  Populists  renominated 
John  E. Fowler  for  Congress.  What  was 
there  in  his  record  as  a  representative 
that  any  Democrat  who  honestly  be- 
lieves in  what  the  party  advocated  in 
1896,  that  that  Democrat  could  not 
stand  up  to  and  endorse?  Was  there 
anything?  Not  a  thing.  One  of  the 
most  prominent  Democrats  in  the 
Third  Congressional  District,  not  now 
in  politics,  said  to  me  in*Ralegh:  '"I 
hope  our  friends  the  Democrats  will 
have  sense  enough  not  to  put  up  a  can- 
didate against  John  E.  Fowler,,  but 
will  go  and  endorse  him."  I  said: 
"Yes,  my  dear  sir,  if  they  were  sincere 
they  would  endorse  him."  Did  they  do 
it?  They  did  notdo^it.  Why?  They  were 
insincere,  and  wanted  their  own 
man.  They  wanted  the  office  them- 
selves, and  if  they  could  not  get  it, 
then  they  wanted  the  Republicans  in 
have  it.    The  same  warfare    that  they 


made  against  Populist  in  1892,  when 
they  set  out  to  make  Populism  odious 
in  North  Carolina,  is  the  warfare  that 
they  under  secret  form,  urge  now. 
Well,  we  gave  them  another  test.  The 
Populists  nominated  Morrison  H. 
Caldwell  in  the  Seventh  District,  the 
man  who  was  on  the  committee  which 
offered  the  proposition  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party  to  co-operate  on  lines  of 
principle.  But  did  the  Democrats  en- 
dorse Caldwell,  a  man  of  ability,  a 
man  of  honor,  a  man  of  integrity, 
commanding  the  respect  of  all  men? 
No,  they  did  not  do  that.  They  met 
about  ten  days  after  that  and  stuck  up 
Mr.  Kluttz,  who  may  or  may  not  be 
sincere  in  his  silver  views,  but  if  he  is 
sincere  he  is  no  more  so  than  Mr. 
Caldwell.  Why  did  the  Democratic 
party  put  Mr.  Kluttz  in  Mr.  Cald- 
well's way,  if  they  wanted  a  silver 
Congressman?  Why  not  come  and 
take  ours.  Because  if  they  cannot 
rule,  they  want  to  ruin. 

Now  I  am  going  to  make  a  predic- 
tion. Over  here  in  the  second  district, 
George  H.  White,  a  colored  man,  is 
the  Congressman.  The  Populists  not 
long  ago  met  and  nominated  Mr.  Jas. 
B  Lloyd,  and  old  time  Popnlist,  for 
Congress.  Immediately  after  his  nom- 
ination was  made,  the  News  and  Ob- 
server, in  the  City  of  Raleigh,  a  Dem- 
ocratic paper,  came  out  and  said  that 
the  Populists  had  nominated  Lloyd  in 
the  second  district  just  to  eject  White, 
the  hegro.  Did  they  have  any  candi- 
date up  at  the  time?  Have  they  got 
up  any  candidate  now?  No;  if  they 
do  not  want  to  elect  George  H.  White, 
what  can  they  do?  They  do  not  doubt 
Lloyd's  sincerety  in  all  that  he  pro- 
fesses. They  can  come  up  and  simply 
do  as  they  have  said  to  us  :  vote  for  a 
man  we  have  nominated — a  man  "who 
exactly  fills  the  bill."  Will  they  do  it? 
(A  Voice:  No.)  Now  one  man  says 
here  they  won't  do  it.  Yes  they  will; 
yes  they  will.  Their  treachery  and 
insincerity  is  so  clearly  shown  by 
their  rejection  of  onr  proposition  at 
their  State  convention,  and  by  their 
failure  to  endorse  Fowler  and  Cald- 
well, that  they  cannot  fail  to  endorse 
Lloyd  in  the  second  district  without 
saying  to  the  whole  world  that  "our 
cry  of  negro  is  a  sham  and  a  fraud, 
and  that  George  H.  Wnite  is  our 
choice  for  Congress  if  we  cfcunot  get 
our  own  man  "  Why  I  say  they  are 
going  to  do  it.  Why  do  I  say  so? 
Simply  because  of  things  1   saw  going 


on  in  Raleigh  before  I  left  there.  We 
have  got  them  between  the  devil  and 
the  deep  sea;  or,  as  Mr.  Watterson 
says,  between  Hades  and  the  iron 
works.  ' 

Then  you  are  going  back  to  the 
Democratic  party  they  tell  me?  I 
just  thought  i  would  come  down  and 
see  you  and  bid  you  goodbye  and  say 
to  you,  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  your 
souls.  If  there  are  any  of  you  here 
going  back  don't  forget  to  come  and 
tell  me  goodbye  before  you  go.  1  want 
to  look  at  you  and  .pray  over  you. 

The  Democrats  said  in  their  plat- 
form that  "we  favor  a  union  of  the 
silver  forces  of  the  country  in  Con- 
gressional elections."  How  are  they 
going  to  get  this  union.  "We  cordially 
invite  ail  voters  to  unite  with  us  in 
supporting  our  candidates."  Now, 
isn't  this  beautiful?  "Come  and  sup- 
port our  candidates  for  Congress,  who 
favor  the  free  coinage  of  silver,  thus 
giving  practical  force  and  effect  to  the 
recommendation  of  our  National 
chairman  and  Congressional  Demo- 
cratic Committee."  Are  they  all  that 
said  anything  about  co-operation  and 
union  of  force*-?  No,  no.  William  J. 
Bry&n,  Populist  and  Democratic  candi- 
date for  President  in  1896,  in  bis  letter 
in  the  New  York  Journal,  which  our 
State  convention  endorsed  but  which 
this  Democratic  State  Convention  did 
not  endoise,  urged  a  co-operation  on 
an  honorable  basis,  without  the  de- 
struction of  the  integrity,  the  wiping 
out  of  party  lines  between  organiza- 
tions. Does  the  Democratic  party  fol- 
low Mr.  Bryan's  advice?  No,  it  goes 
right  along  and  does  not  say  a  word 
about  William  J.  Bryan.  Is  it  not  as- 
tonishing? I  will  tell  you,  we  have  to 
tent  to  them  quick,  and  we  are  doing 
thisin  North  Carolina.  Their  papers 
are  dropping  off  the  talk  of  W.  J. 
Bryan  because  they  are  not  silver  men. 
The  goldbugs  that  went  over  to  the 
P&Imer-Bucbner  side  are  now  coming 
back  into  the  Democratic  party  and 
are  controlling  it  When  the  Peoples 
Party  meets  in  convention  in  1900  and 
puts. up  W.  J.  Bryan  for  President  and 
says  "to  the  Democratic  party  :  "Come 
up  now  and  endorse  him  as  we  did  in 
1896,"  you  will  -«ee  that  the  Democratic 
party  will  stand  off  and  say  that  Mr. 
Bryan  is  not  the  man.  Thev  will  give 
way  to  the  control  of  men  like  Ben 
Cablte  in  Illinois  and  Francis  in 
Missouri  and  Flower  in  New  York, 
who  recently  said  that  there  must  be 


no  silver  plank  in  the  New  York  State 
Democratic  platform  this  year.  What 
will  Joe  Daniels  do  when  that  takes 
place?  Why  he  will  say  that  all  of 
the  usefulness  of  .Jr.  Bryan  i*  passed; 
that  it  was  unfortunate  we  could  not 
elect  him  in  1896,  but  there  has  risen 
a  great  new  light;  let  us  for  the  sake 
of  "good  government"  stand  together 
and  vote  for  him.  Whenever  that 
takes  place,  when  the  Populists  nomi- 
nate W.  J.  Bryan  in  19(0  as  they  will 
do,  and  the  Demociat'.c  national  con- 
vention fails  to  endorse  him,  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  Democratic  party  in 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  who  are 
now  honest  and  who  have  always  been 
hobest,  will  then  break  away  from  the 
control  of  these  railroad  lawyers  and 
come  into  the  Peoples  Party,  and  see 
with  absolute  clearness  the  treachery 
which  has  been  played  upon  them  by 
Ransom  and  Simmons  and  their  crowd 
all  these  many  years  (Loud  Applause). 

Now  let's  look  a  little  bit  further  a3 
to  the  hypocrisy  of  the  Democratic 
convention  : 

"We  denounce  the  Republican  party 
for  its  defeat  of  the  Teller  resolutions 
declaring  our  national  bonds  payable 
in  silver  as  well  as  gold,  and  denounce 
it  for  its  determined  purpose  of  more 
thoroughly  fastening  the  single  gold 
standard  upon  our  people,  ana  for  its 
avowed  hostility  to  the  free  and  un- 
limited coinage  of  silver  as  well  as 
gold  at  the  ratio  of  16  to  1  into  full 
legal  tender  money." 

Who  are  some  of'  the  men  now  that 
voted  for  that?  Why  our  friend  Dr. 
John  Faison  for  one.  He  voted  to  de- 
nounce the  Republicans  for  doing  ex- 
actly what  he  himself  would  do  An- 
other one  of  them,  Col.  Paul  B.  Means 
of  Cabarrus,  who  has  always  been 
honest  enough  to  say  that  he  did  not 
believe  in  the  free  coinage  of  silver 
and  scratched  the  Populist  electors. 
And  yet  these  men  stand  up  in  order 
to  fool  the  people  of  North  Carolina, 
and  denounce  the  Republicans  for  do- 
ing what  they  themselves  wanted 
done. 

I  am  now  going  to  show  another 
thing  or  two.  We  said  that  the  leg- 
islature ought  to  prevent  con- 
tracts making  debts  payable  in 
gold.  Did  the  Democrat  ssay 
that?  No  they  did  not.  They  did 
not  say  a  word  about  gold  notes  and 
mortgages  in  this  State;  not  a  word. 
The  Populists  had  put  upon  the  stat- 
ute books  in  North  Carolina    a  six  per 


cent.  Merest  law.  You  want  it  to  re- 
main there.  Six  percent  on  money 
now  is  more  than  twelve  per  cent,  a 
doz^n  years  ago.  Did  the  Democrats 
say  anything  about  that?  No,  they 
did  not  say  a  word  about  it,  for  if  they 
get  a  chance  they  will  change  it.  Did 
the j  say  anything  about  the  fraudu- 
lent lease  of  the  North  Carolina  Kail- 
road  for  ninety-nine  years?  No,  be- 
cause men  like  Lee  S.  Overman,  who 
manipulated  the  lease;  men  like  Elias 
Carr,  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  who 
with  Andrews  sanctioned,  originated 
and  scereted  the  lease,  were  there  run- 
ning that  convention.  They  could 
not  afford  to  say  anything,  because  A. 
B.  Andrews,  vice-President  of  the 
Southern  Railway  which  profits  by 
this  lease,  was  right  there  manipulat- 
ing the  Democratic  convention  with  a 
fine  Italian  hand,  They  did  not  per- 
mit them  to  say  a  word  about  it,  and 
yet  they  tell  me  that  the  Populists 
who  have  said  they  are  in  favor  of 
these  things  are  going  back  to  the 
Democratic  party.  Well,l  don't  be- 
lieve it. 

Let's  take  another  thing  here  to  show 
the  hypocrisy  of  the  Democratic  party. 
They  said : 

"  We  favor  the  extension  of  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Railroad  Commission,  and 
closer  scrutiny  into  the  affairs  in  order 
to  ascertain,  establish  and  maintain 
such  rates  as  shall  be  fair  and  just  to 
the  people  and  to  the  transportation 
aud  transmission  corporations." 

There  is  upon  The  Railroad  Commis- 
ion  in  North  Carolina  a  Democrat, 
John  H.  Pearson,  of  Burke  county,  who 
has  stood  for  the  reduction  of  freight 
and  passenger  rates,  and  ty  his  efforts 
something  has  been  accomplished.  The 
Peoples  Party  in  their  convention  en- 
dorsed the  action  of  John  H.Pearson. 
If  the  Democratic  party  was  sincere 
along  this  line  why  did  they  not  en- 
dorse the  action  of  John  H.  Pearson  ? 
It  condemns  his  action.  It  could  not 
endorse  him.  They  just  said  this  as 
glittering  generalities;  but  they  did 
not  come  down  to  the  name.  I  tell  you 
if  they  want  these  things  done, 
why  have  they  not  done  them  ?  They 
have  had  the  Railroad  Commission  ev- 
er since  Marion  Butler  established  it 
by  his  efforts  in  18W.  They  tell  this 
to  fool  the  people,  and  in  order  to  get 
the  people  to  believe  it  they  stand  up 
and  hollow  nigger,  and  possibly  be- 
lieve if  they  hollow  it  loud  enough  it 
will  be  easy  for  you  to  believe  them. 


They  said  also :   "We  condemn   free 
passes."     Do  they  condemn  free   pass- 
es ?    There  has  been   a  law  upon   the 
statute  books,  State  and  notional,  con- 
demning free  passes,  that  tbey   could 
have  executed  any  time  they  saw  fit  to 
execute  since   1891.    If  they  condemn 
them^why  did  they  not  execute  the  law. 
My  friends  tbey  were  profiting  by  them 
wern'c  they  ?     They   were   riding  on 
free  passes  all  over  the  land  and  car- 
rying     their    delegates      to     control 
conventions,      and      the     free      pass 
business  flourished  by  the  thousands. 
Who  pays  the  freight?    It  kept  up  the 
rate  of  travel.    Everytime   you   spent 
two  dollars  for  travel  yourself  you  had 
to  spend  substantially  a  dollar  for  tra- 
vel of  somebody  else.    In   other  words 
your  passenger  rates    were    fifty  per 
cent,  higher  than  they  couid  have  been 
reduced  to  if  you  did  away  with  free 
passes,  and  every   man  paid   his  way. 
They    dondemned    it?    Well   isn't    it 
strange  the   late  Democratic  Conven- 
tion condemned  free    passes,  but  con- 
demned also  ihis  present  State  admin- 
istration?   Now   hear  me.    What  has 
this  administration   done?     Foul    and 
corrupt  as  it  is  said   to  be,  Daniel  L. 
Russell,  acting  under  the  Democratic 
law  did   what  Elias  Carr  could   ibave 
done  if  he   had   desired.     He  has  gone 
forward   and  secured   a  judgement  of 
tne  Superior  Court  against  the  giving 
of  free  passes,  and   this  judgement  is 
confirmed   by   the   Supreme   Court  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

How  in  the  name  of  common  s^nse 
can  they  condemn  this  administration 
which  has  stopped  this  free  pass  busi- 
ness? But  it  is  peotly  easy  to  a  Demo- 
crat, he  can  turn  and  do  anything  at 
all." 

A  certain  Irishman  (who  must  have 
been  a  Democrat  of  the  North  Carolina 
leading  type)  was  wrecked  in  a  sleep- 
ing car  at  night.  Dressing  himself 
hastily,  he  got  his  trousers  on  wrong 
side  before.  When  he  got  out  into  tne 
light,  be  looked  at  himself  and  grew 
serious.  Some  of  his  friends  saw  liim 
and  said :  ''Were  you  hurt  in  the 
wr«_ck?"  He  said  :  "Oh,  I  am  perfectly 
asy.  I  feel  no  pain  at  all;  but  when  I 
look  down  at  myself,  I  fear  I  have  suf- 
fered a  fatal  twist " 

It  is  all  the  same  to  them,  you  know. 
Tbey  are  simply  wearing  trousers  and 
fetching  breath,  I  knew  somethig 
was  wrong  when  Buck  Kitchen  began 
to  come  to  our  party  and  the  Dem- 
crats  made  out  like  they  were  reform- 


ers  like  ourselves.  I  felt  when  they 
began  to  flock  this  way  that  something 
was  wrong.  I  felt  like  the  fellow  in 
Kentucky.  He  was  holding  a  revival. 
He  had  invited  the  sinners  to  come. 
Many  had  ct  me,  but  he  was  still  un- 
satisfied. Deacon  Jones  sitting  to  his 
right,  began  to  sing:  'While  the  lamp 
hold  out  to  burn  the  vilest  siuner  may 
return."  While  the  melodious  strains 
of  this  hopeful  hymn  were  ringing 
among  the  rafters  of  the  Auditorium, 
a  man  who  appeared  never  to  have 
seen  a  church  much  less  to  have  enter- 
ed one,  presented  himself  before  the 
preacher.  Foul  of  face;  with  dishevell- 
ed hair;  full  of  straw  and  chicken 
feathers  the  parson  looking  down  up- 
on him  was  startled.  He  staggered 
back ;  he  turned  to  the  deacon  and 
said:  "Deacon,  stop  singing;  for 
God's  sake  blow  out  ^the  light.  We 
have  extended  the  invitation  too  far," 

Now  let  me  call  attention  to  another 
thing.  In  1896  the  the  Democratic 
party  in  its  convention  said  : 

"We  demand  the  enlargement  of  the 
powers  of"  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission,  and  the  addition  of  such 
restrictions,  and  guarantees  in  the 
control  of  railroads  as  will  protect  the 
people  from  robbery   and  oppression." 

That  is  what  they  said  as  to  the  in- 
ter-state national  commission  ;  and  yet, 
when  they  have  a_man  upon  the  State 
Commission  that~attempts  to  do  this 
thing  they  never  endorse,  but  ignore 
him. 

And  they  put  in  their  platform  that 
they  are  opposed  to  the  removal  of 
causes  from  the  State  courts  to  the 
Federal  courts,  yet  it  is  a  fact  that 
when  the  last  legislature,  moved  by 
Populists,  attempted  to  have  enacted 
into  law  a  statute  forbidding  the  re- 
moval of  cases  from  the  State  courts 
to  the  Federal  courts,  the  Democratic 
party  in  the  last  legislature,  almost  to 
a  man  voted  along  with  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  Republican  party  to  defeat 
that  measure,  and  it  was  defeated. 

Still,  my  fellow  citizens,  when  you 
say  these  thiugs  to  a  Democrat  he  says 
"Oh,  let's  fight  it  out  inside  the  party.," 
Did  you  ever  think  about  that?  You 
know  the  Democrats  said  that  when 
we  began  to  break  away  in  1892.  I 
want  to  ask  every  Democrat  that  hears 
me  to-day  and  believes  what  I  believe, 
do  you  think  you  can  work  it  out  in- 
side of  the  Democratic  party  ?  The 
rank  and  ffle  of  the  Democratic  party 
is  disgusted  in  North  Carolina  to-day. 


Some  of  them  will  come  to  us.  I  tell 
you  they  would  come  bodily  to  us  if  it 
was  not  that  the  Democratic  party  goes 
and  cries  "nigger"  all  the  time.  Tell 
me,  when  did  the  Democratic  party  in 
North  Carolina  ever  have  any  politics 
but  the  nigger?  When  ?  Never  since 
the  war.  Is  there  no  other  question  in 
politics  ?  Just  as  surely  as  it  is  true 
that  by  grace  are  ye  saved,  so  also  it  is 
true  that  if  the  Democratic  party  is 
saved  at  all  it  is  by  tne  negro  that  they 
are  saved;  while  the  robbery  of  tve 
masses  continue.  What  ought  we  to 
do? 

The  honest  yeomanry  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  ought  to  join  with  the 
Peoples  Party  and  break  this  machine, 
and  if  you  do  not  join  and  help  us 
break  it,  we  are  going  to  break  it  any- 
how, We  will  keep  a  light  ih  the  win- 
dow for  you. 

Along  the  line  of  this  railroad  busi- 
ness :  Lets  see  some  things  that  this 
Administration       has      accomplished. 

The  present  Administration  has 
succeeded  in  increasing  the  taxable 
value  of  railroad  property  five  or  six 
million  dollars.  This  means  addi- 
tional revenue  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year  for  counties,  towns,  and 
the  State. 

Free  passes  have  b';en  abolished. 
How?  Simply  by  enforcing  the  law 
which  has  stood  on  the  statute  books 
since  1891,  and  which  the  Democratic 
Administration  at  the  bidding  of  the 
railroads  refused  to  enforce.  Oar  Su- 
preme Court  has  decided  that  during 
all  the  time  of  the  Democratic  Admin- 
istrations from  '91  to  '97  the  railroads 
were  violating  the  law  by  giving  free 
passes,  and  that  they  cvere  doing  this 
in  the  face  of  the  decisions  of  the 
United  States  Railroad  Commissions 
which  told  them  in  seven  different 
cases  that  the  law  of  the  Uuited  States 
prohibited  free  passes,  and  the  words 
of  the  North  Carolina  law  were  copied 
from  the  United  States  law.  Thus  it 
was  that  the  railroads  were  defying 
the  law  and  the  Democratic  Govern- 
ors were  helping  them  so  that  they 
could  issue  their  free  passes  to  the 
rich  and  the  powerful  and  the  politi- 
cians who  would  serve  them  in  the 
legislature  and  in  Congress  and  on 
the  bench.  According  to  the  best  in- 
formation there  were  tens  of  thousands 
of  free  passes  in  1897  when  the  Gover- 
norwas  trying  to  set  aside  the  Midnight 
Lease.  About  every  negro  politician 
in  the  State  had  a  pass  over  the  South- 
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ern  Railroad.  People  were  charged 
three  and  a  quarter  cents  a  mile,  while 
the  politicians  and  the  railroad  fa- 
vorites and  the  rich  men  and  women, 
whose  influence  was  wanted,  were 
riding  on  free  passes. 

Before  this  administration  began 
there  was  hardly  one  man  in  a  thou- 
sand in  North  Carolina  who  knew  or 
had  ever  neard  that  the  Railroad  Com- 
mission, established  by  the  legislature, 
had  the  right  to  make  a  general  law 
fixing  passenger  and  freight  rates  by 
a  uniform  rule — that  is,  a  rule  fixing  a 
rate  certain  for  every  railroad  in  the 
State.  People  were  making  complaints 
about  side-tracks  and  depots  and  shan- 
ties and  discriminations, but  there  was 
never  any  petitions  from  any  public 
meeting  or  assocation  of  any  kind  for 
a  general  reduction  in  freight  and  pas- 
senger rates.  The  Governor  set  to 
work  to  get  a  reduction  for  tbe  people. 
He  found  that  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners were  under  tbe  control  of  the 
railroads — that  they  belonged  to  the 
railroads,  and  simply  did  what  the 
railroads  commanded.  He  found  that 
two  of  th«m  had  vioiated  the  law  and 
had  become  so  far  interested  in  rail- 
roads that  they  were  prohibited  from 
holding  office,  and  he  removed  them 
according  to  the  power  invested  in 
him  by  the  law.  He  appointed  two 
others— one  John  H.  Pearson,  a  Demo- 
crat— and,  in  spite  of  treachery  and 
railroad  influence  and  power,  he  has 
succeeded  in  getting:  a  decree  of  the 
Railroad  Commission  making  a  reduc- 
tion of  25  per  cent,  on  all  passenger 
rates  on  the  Coast  Line  System.  This 
is  a  test  case  which  goes  to  the  courts 
of  the  United  States.  Notwithstand- 
ing their  favoritism  for  the  corpora- 
tions it  is  believed  that  the  people  will 
stand  a  chance  of  winning  this  case. 
If  they  win  it,  then  the  other  railroads 
in  the  State  will  have  to  surrender. 
This  is  a  test  case  Now,  what  have 
the  people  gained?  They  have  gained 
an  opportunity  to  assert  their  riffhts; 
they  have  twined  a  chance  to  get  lower 
rate*; they  have  gained  a  chance  to 
save  25  cents  on  every  dollar  they  pay 
every  time  they  get  on  the  railroads, 
and  they  will  get  it  if  they  will  elect 
a  legislature  against  monopolies. 

I  now  want  to  run  a  little  bit  furth- 
er. I  have  read  it  in  the  Democratic 
papers  this  way.  I  read  it  in  the  Ral- 
eigh News  and  Observer  not  long  ago 
that  there  was  not  a  department  of 
the  Government,  Federal    or  State,  as 


administered  in  North  Carolina  to- 
day that  was  not  tainted  with  corrup- 
tion, fraud,  incompetence,  and  jobs. 
Did  you  read  it?  Did  you  read  it? 
The  Democratic  press  has  hurled 
against  this  administration  its  anathe- 
mas and  denunciation  for  drunken- 
ness, for  incompetence,  for  fraud  and 
for  jobbery.  And  yet  I  say  that  this 
administration  is  as  clean  as  any  that 
the  Democratic  party  has  given  to  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  at  any  time  at 
all;  as  competent,  as  free  from  cor- 
ruption, as  free  from  jobs.  It  is  freer 
from  drunkenness  than  any  adminis- 
tration that  has  preceded  it  for  fifteen 
or  twenty  years.  I  say  it,  and  let  it 
be  printed  in  the  newspapers  that  I 
did  say  it ;  that  it  is  the  first  time  that 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  has  been 
officially  sob^r  for  fifteen  years.  The 
Populists  in  Norrh  Carolina  have  been 
proud  of  the  good  name  of  their  State, 
and  they  never  have  been  given  to 
holding  up  and  heralding  to  the  world 
the  shortcomings  of  the  officials  of 
the  Democratic  party.  Democratic 
officials  in  time  past  have  gone  astray. 
The  Populists  have  kept  their  -mouths 
shut,  or  spoken  of  it  with  sorrow  to 
one  another.  And  yet,  when  there  is 
the  least  shortcoming  in  any  official 
of  this  administration,  fhe  Democratic 
press  of  the  State  herald  the  fhame 
to  the  nation.  Judge  Norwood,  a  Re- 
publican fusion  Judge,  a  genial  gen- 
tleman [  am  told,  and  a  man  of  ability 
in  the  law,  a  most  excellent  judge, 
with  whom  the  drink  habit  periodi- 
cally is  a  disease:  when  his  course  was 
called  to  the  attention  of  the  Governor 
of  North  Carolina  about  tbe  time  of 
the  last  legislature,  the  Governor  of 
North  Carolina  was  ready  to  proceed 
with  the  impeachment  of  this 
judge  and  remove  him  from 
the  bench.  Who  was  it  that  came  to 
the  rescue  of  Judge  Norwood?  It 
was  largely  bis  Democratic  friends 
who  came  and  pleaded  for  him.  Upon 
such  pleading  it  wa*  agreed  i  hat,  if 
Judjre  Norwood  would  write  his  resig- 
nation and  put  it  in  the  hands  of  h«s 
friend, Colonel  Lu&k,  t«i  be  handed  to 
the  Governor  whenever  he  got  drunk 
again,  there  were  to  be  no  impeach- 
ment proceedings.  This  course  was  ta- 
ken. After  a  number  of  months  Judge 
'Norwood  unfortunately  fell  into  bis 
old  habit  and  was  seen  intoxicated, 
and  his  resignation  was  pioenptly 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor, 
and  the   Governor  appointed  another 
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man  in  his  stead.  I  tell  you  it  was 
right,  and  was  a  thing:  that  ought  to 
have  been  done.  It  was  done  by  a  Re- 
publican Governor  of  North  Carolina, 
a  sober  man.  Was  any  thing  of  the 
kind  ever  done  by  a  Democratic  Gov- 
ernor in  North  Carolina?  No!  No!  You 
say  that  there  was  then  no  drunken- 
ness upon  the  bench  in  North  Caroli- 
na. I  know  an  ex-judge, an  ex-Demo- 
cratic judge,  who  in  this  campaign  has 
gone  about  the  State  saying  ti»at  the 
Governor's  office  is  a  private  arsenal, 
who,  in  the  county  of  Iredell  sat  on  the 
bench  with  delirium  tremens, constant- 
ly demanding  that  the  "sheriff  make 
the  boys  leave  the  door  below"  when 
there  were  no  boys  around  the  court 
bouse.  I  am  told  that  an  ex-Demo- 
cratic judge,  in  a  fit  of  delirium  from 
liquor,  jumped  from  the  second  story  • 
of  a  hotel  in  this  town,  and  fell  into 
the  shrubbery  below.  Nor  was  this  man 
alone,  there  were  others.  I  would  not 
mention  these  things,  but  the  Demo- 
crats bring  againsr  me  and  all  this  ad- 
ministration charges  of  drunkenness, 
corruption,  fraud  and  incompetence. 
Marion  Butler,  here  with  his  Populist 
paper  at  that  time  never  said  a  word 
about  this  case  over  here.  He  loved  his 
State  and  county  too  well. 

Hear  me!  Daniel  L  Kussell  does  not 
touch  a  drop  of  liquor;  W.  H.  Worth, 
Treasurer,  does  not  take  a  drop  of  li- 
quor; Cyrus  Thompson,  Secretary  of 
State,  has  not  taken  a  drink  of  liquor 
since  1889;  Z.  V.  Walser,  Attorney- 
General,  never  drank  liquor;  C.  H. 
Mebane,  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction never  drank  liquor.  The  on- 
ly man  of  the  State  administration  that 
drinks  at  all  is  Mr.  Ayer,  and  he  is  a 
sober  man.  The  Lieutenant  Governor 
is  a  sober  man. 

Now  let's  contrast  with  the  other 
side.  Mr.  Ayer's  predecessor,  Mr.  Fur- 
man,  was  frequently  picked  up  out  of 
the  gutter,  I  have  been  told,  in  the  city 
of  Raleigh,  too  drunk  to  walk.  That 
happened  in  the  days  of  "good  govern- 
ment" in  North  Carolina.  Afterwards, 
because  "Zeke  Bilkins"  came  in  and 
said  that  there  was  a  whiskey  distillery 
in  the  Capitol,  1  believe  Mr.  Furman 
went  to  the  Keeiey  Institute.  I  do  not 
say  this  because  I  dislike  him,  (for  we 
have  been  personal  friends,)  but  it  is  a 
fact,  and  when  they  make  their  charg- 
es, let's  look  at  the  evidence.  Does  not 
everybody  in  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina know  that  Octaivus  Coke,  Secre- 
taryipf  State  before  Captain  Cook  who 


was  my  predecessor,  practically  made 
a  bar-room  out  of  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office  ?  Men  have  frequently 
come  to  my  office  and  said  :  "The  last 
time  I  was  here,  Coke  was  here,  and 
the  first  word  be  said  to  me  was  "I  am 
just  about  to  take  a  drink,  won't  you 
join  me."  He  was  generous  with  his 
liquor. 

I  am  simply  talking  about  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  which  said  "we  favor  de- 
cency in  administration;"  so  do  we, 
but  how  are  you  going  to  get  it?  Not 
by  voting  the  Democratic  ticket. 

"Decency  in  Administration  "  Now, 
my  fellow-citizens,  I  could  go  furth- 
er than  that.  I  could  say  that  the 
Auditor  who  preceeded  Mr.  Ayer  was 
not  the  only  man  who  left  the  Capi- 
tol and  went  to  an  asylum  for  th« 
cure  of  the  habit  of  intoxication.  "He 
was  not  the  only  pebble  on  the  beach; 
there  are  others."  Now  when  this  is 
denied,  I  will  give  the  name  of  a  very 
clever  gentleman.  'Oh,"  but  you  say, 
"It  io  awful  that  a  Populist  should 
rise  up  here  and  say  things  like  that; 
awful."  Well,  it  is  the  truth,  and  if  it 
is  not  the  truth,  show  that  it  is  not  the 
truth.  Those  were  the  days  of  good 
"government"  in  North  Carolina.  The 
Democrats  want  to  get  back  to  that 
"good  government"  in  North  Carolina. 
Josephus  Daniels  is  one  who 
charges  this  fraud  and  incompetence 
and  corruption  on  Populist  and  Ee- 
publican  officials.  Why  does  he  do  it? 
Weil  Joe  was  a  mighty  good  friend 
of  the  Alliance  when  the  Alliance  was 
in  power.  He  was  a  mighty  good  friend 
of  John  R.  Webster  the  Independent 
when  tbe  Indepents  held  the  balance 
of  power  in  the  legislature.  You 
know  the  Publio  Printing  business 
used  be  given  out  as  a  piece  of  party 
pie.  It  is  said  that  Capt.  Ashe  horse- 
whipped Daniels  in  a  scramble  for  it. 
The  Public  Printer  would  always  sub- 
let to  somebody  else  and  take  fifteen 
per  cent  bonus.  Mr.  Daniels  was  Public 
Printer  for  a  period  of  some  seven  years, 
and  he  made  on  the  public  printing 
alone  not  less  than  twenty-five  hun- 
dred to  three  thousand  dollars  a  year 
for  seven  years.  Now  he  wants  to 
get  back,  and  wben^be  is  kept  our.  of 
it,  it  looks  like  fraud  ;  and  when  he  is 
not  doing  it,  it  looks  like  incompe- 
tence; and  if  another  man  comes  and 
does  it  better  and  cheaper,  why  it 
looks  like  corruption.  We  are  doing 
the  printing  now  at  a  saving  to  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  of  seven  thou- 
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sand  dollars  a  year  less  than  it  was 
costing  uud^r  the  Democratic  Admin- 
istration. Why  I  heard  a  Democrat  in 
the  city  of  Raleigh  say  that  he  could 
take  the  book*  and  show  that  the  edi- 
tor of  the  News  and  Observer,  who  is 
howling-  "nigger"  now,  made  a  matter 
of  $120,000  00  out  of  the  State  printing 
in  the  course  of  a  dozen  years  by  sign- 
ing his  name  and  sub-letting  it  to 
somebody  else  for  less.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  could  make  that  much  or 
not;  but  Bill  Day  of  Raleigh  said  it, 
and  said  he  could  prove  it;  and  if  Mr. 
Daniels  wants  to  do  anything  about 
it,  he  can  go  see  Mr.  Day.  He  saw  him 
once. 

The  News  and  Observer  has  a  great 
deal  to  say  abouf,  the  "manure  pile." 
What  is  the  record  of  receipts  and  ex- 
penses on  the  "manure  pile."  Now 
lets  see.  Here  are  the  figures  :  From 
June  14th,  1896,  to  June  14th,  1897, 
the  Democrats  collected  $52,602  73  and 
spert  $67,470  79  from  June  14th,  1897, 
to  June  1st,  1898  (end  of  fiscal  year 
for  the  Board  of  Agriculture)' the 
Fusionists  collected  $57,973.75  and 
spent  $37,345.25;  which  is  over  $35,- 
000.00  in  favor  of  the  present  mana- 
gement. 

You  have  heard  it  howled  that  the 
Governor  of  >orth  Carolina  was  par- 
doning everything  out  of  ttoe  peniten- 
tiary ;  "turning convicts  loose  to  vote." 

Here  are  the  facts,  I  waht  to  give 
them  to  you.  Gov.  Carr  pardoned  36 
his  first  year;  47  his  second  year;  68 
his  third  year  and  56  his  fourrn  year, 
Russell  pardoned  51  his  first  year, 
which  simply  shows  that  Governor 
Russell  pardoned  three  fourths  of  a 
eubt  less  than  Ehas  Carr  a  year. 

And  yet  they  howl,  you  know;  but 
what  do  they  howt  for?  I  have  told 
you  what  Joe  howls  for,  haven't  I? 
Well,  let's  look  a  little  bit  further  than 
that.  Let's  move  on.  I  have  got  some 
vary  interesting  things  for  my  Demo- 
cratic friends  a  little  later. 

Many  of  you.  fellow  citizens,  have 
seen  it  stated  from  time  to  time  in  the 
Progressi  ve  Farmer  that  the  collections 
of  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  are 
much  larger  now  than  they  were  in 
former  administrations.  Months  ago 
the  Progressive  Farmer  made  state- 
ments along  this  line.  The  business 
manager  of  the  Progressive  Farmer, 
Mr.  Denmark,  is  chief  clerk  in  the 
Ireasury  department.  He  had  the  fig- 
ures, you  know.  Absolutely  nothing 
was  said  to  explain  these  things  for 


several  months.  But  our  Democratic 
friends  come  up  on  the  campaign,  and 
they  have  got  to  say  something-.  At  last 
one  day,  my  predecessor,  Capt.  Cooke 
came  in  and  wanted  me  to  let  him  see 
the  books.  "Why,"  I  said,  'certainly 
Captain,  I  will  let  you  see  the  books." 
He  saw  that  I  bad  collected  more  thao 
he  had,  and  he  said  :  "I  am  not  con- 
cerned about  which  collected  the  most, 
so  I  collected  what  I  ought  to  have  col- 
lected and  paid  over  to  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  all  I  ought  to  have 
paid."  I  said  :  "Captain,  without  ques- 
tioning that  you  paid  over  to  the  State 
what  you  ought  to  have  paid,  I  can 
show  you  that  you  did  mt  collect 
what  you  ought  to  have  collected,"  and 
I  pointed  out  to  him  some  fiiteen  in- 
surance companies  whose  license  fees 
he  should  have  collected  nine  months 
before  I  came  into  office,  which  fees  he 
left  uncollected,  and  which  I  collected 
after  he  went  out  of  office  on  January 
12,1897.  "Nor  is  that  all,"  said  I.  "I 
collected  insurance  taxes  which  you 
ought  to  have  collected." 

If  these  fees  and  taxes  had  remained 
uncollected,  the  State  would  have  lost 
them.  By  the  carelessness  of  Secre- 
taries in  the  days  of  "good  govern- 
ment," the  State  doubtless  lost  money 
every  year. 

The  insurance  companies  report  in 
July  and  January  the  amount  of  their 
premium  receipts  and  are  required  to 
pay  to  the  Secretary  of  State  two  per 
cent  on  their  gross  premium  receipts.  I 
went  there  and  cast  up  his  books,  and 
found  thata  uumber  of  companies  were 
in  arrears.  I  made  demand  upon  these 
companies  for  their  fees  aud  taxes, 
I  collected  money  and  paid  it  into  the 
Treasury  of  North  Carolina  which 
my  predecessor  in  the  days  of  "good 
government"  ought  to  have  collected 
himself.  I  showed  it  to  him.  Well, 
it  was  just  where  something  had  to  be 
done. 

Captain  Cooke  had  to  explain.  He 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  papers  and  pub- 
lished it  in  the  Democratic  handbook 
"explaining."  I  asked  the  Progressive 
Farmer  to  publish  it  and  let  our  folks 
see  what  explanation  he  makes  of  the 
increase  of  collections  in  the  office. 
Here  is  his  letter  : 

"It  would  appear,  as  is  the  fact,  that 
the  period  covered  by  the  time  select- 
ed from  Dr.  Thompson's  administra- 
tion is  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
the  commission  tax  on  insurance  to 
which  it  refers,  practically  two    years, 
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while  the  period  covered  by  the  time 
selected  from  Secretary  Cooke's  ad- 
ministration in  respect  to  this  same 
subject  matter  covers  practically  only 
■^ne  year." 

When  the  figures  were  made,  he  had 
collected  for  more  than  one  year;  I 
for  only  one  year  and  a  half. 

Now  I  have  got  this  to  say,  that  be- 
fore Capt.  C.  M.  Cooke,  my  predecessor 
went  into  office  of  Secretary  of  State, 
there  were  no  permanent  records  of 
the  receipts  or  payments  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State's  office.  They  say : 
"Let  us  see  the  books."  God  bless 
you,  in  that  office  there  were 
no  books  until  September  1895; 
and  only  on  one  account  which 
Capt.  Cooke  set  up  did  he  charge 
himself  with  anything  as  from  Capt, 
Coke,  his  predecessor.  Capt.  Coke,  ac- 
cording to  the  Auditor's  report,  did 
not  pay  into  the  Treasury  a  dollar  for 
ii  snrance  taxes  after  May  1895;  and 
these  taxes  were  not  reportable  until 
July  nor  payable  until  August.  So  I 
say  it,  and  let  them  explain  it  if  they 
can,  that  if  one  and  one-half  year's  col- 
lection are  not  counted  in  Capt.Cooke's 
collections  then  there  is  no  record  on 
his  books  that  they  are  accounted  for 
at  ail.  He  collected  it,  or  Coke  collec- 
ted it;  Cooke  charges  himself  with  no- 
thing in  this  account  from  Coke;  and 
Coke  paid  nothing  after  May. 

Well,  he  goes  on  further  than  that 
he  says :  "A  much  larger  business  is 
done  "by  the  insurance  companies  du- 
ring the  fall  months  and  the  taxes  on 
the  January  reports  are  much  larger 
than  on  the  July  reports.' 

My  fellow  citizens,  I  am  here  to  tell 
you  they  are  not  much  larger.  The 
summer  taxes  are  substantially  the 
same  as  the  winter  taxes,  if  collected. 
Then  he  goes  on  and  says  again  :  ''The 
commission  tax  has  been  uniformly  2 
per  cent,  but  the  law  allowing  a  re- 
duction of  this  tax  to  1  per  cent  for  in- 
vestment of  the  companies'  receipts  in 
this  State  has  not  been  uniform  in  re- 
spect to  its  requirements.  For  years 
this  reduction  was  allowed  on  the  in- 
vestment of  one  half  of  the  premium 
receipts  in  this  State,  and  a  number  of 
the  in*  urance  companies  complied  with 
the  law  and  only  paid  one  per  cent 
taxes  on  the  receipts." 

That  is  so.  A  number  of  them  did  it, 
but  that  number  could  he  counted  on 
my  hands  with  part  of  my  fingers 
chopped  off.  It  cpnnot  be  accounted 
for  on   that  line.    He  admits  that  it 


cannot  explain  the  difference  in  my 
favor  between  his  receipts  and  mine 
when  he  says  "In  1895,  during  the  last 
year  of  Secretary  Coke's  administra- 
tion, the  law  was  changed  so  as  to  re- 
quire the  investment  in  this  State  of 
one-fourth  of  the  entire  assets  of  the 
company  to  secure  this  reduction. 
None  of  the  companies  except  those 
chartered  in  North  Carolina  availed 
themselves  of  this  new  law.  This 
should  be  considered  in  favor  of  Col. 
Coke  and  Colonel  Saunders  in  consid- 
ering the  increase  of  the  amount  of 
taxes  collected  by  the  Cooke  and 
Thompson  administration  over  theirs." 

In  his  effort  to  explain,  Capt.  Cooke 
says  further,  that  the  increase  would 
be  accounted  for  by  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  insurance  companies  and 
the  extension  of  the  business.  That 
cannot  be  true.  In  1892  there  were  120 
companies  licenced  in  this  State;  in 
1895  there  were  119;  and  to-day  there 
are  only  126,  and  two  of  these  have 
been  licensed  within  the  present 
month.  Where  then  is  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  companies  to  explain 
the  increase  of  receipts — an  increase 
of  six  companies  in  six  years?  What 
has  "the  extension  oi  the  business" 
amounted  to?  The  premium  receipts 
in  1895  were  substantially  the 
same  as  in  1896,  in  round  numbers, 
$2  300,000  00  a  v ear;  in  1897  something 
less  than  $2,600,000.00.  Cooke's  tax  col- 
lections were  based  upon  the  receipts 
of  1895  and  1896,  while  mine  were  bas- 
ed upon  the  receipts  of  1S96  and  1897. 
The  advantage  cannot  amount  to  $6,- 
000  in  taxes.  To  be  generous,  let's  call 
it  $6,000.00. 

What  other  advantage  did  I 
have  over  my  predecessor?  The  leg- 
islature of  1897  raised  the  license  fee 
on  life  companies  from  $200  to  $250, 
and  on  other  companies  from  $100  to 
$200  a  year.  This  gave  me  an  advan- 
tage of  less  than  $10,000.00  a  year.  Call 
it  $10,000  00  and  add  to  it.  the  $6,000.00. 
Then  $16.000  00  is  aU  the  advantage  the 
increase  of  business  and  the  law  gave 
me  over  him.  As  to  other  sources  of 
revenue  Capt.  Cooke  and  I  operated 
under  the  same  laws, 

Now  let  me  ask  you  if  this  will  ex- 
plain the  Increase  of  collections  in  the 
Secretary  of  State's  office,  as  shown  by 
the  following  memorandum  made  by 
Treasurer  from  the  books  in  his  office  : 

"The  total  repeipts  on  the  five  accounts- 
which  are  payable  monthly  into    the 
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public  Treasury  have  been  by  periods 
as  follows : 

First;  period,  from  Janurry  1,  1881  to 
Coke's  last  payment  May  31,   1895  just 
14  years  and  5  months  : 
Total  payments,  $396,474  43 

Average  p^r  year,  27,501.16 

Average  per  month,  2,291.76 

Second  period,  from  last  payment  of 
Coke  May  31, 1S95,  to  the  inauguration 
of  Dr.  Thompsou  January  12,  1897,  one 
year  7  2-5  months,  covering  Cooke's 
time  : 
The  payments  were,  $  82,130  50 

Average  per  year,  50,802.42 

Average  per  month,  4,233.53 

Third  period  from  January  12.  1897, 
to  July  31, 189S,  1  year  6  3-5  months  the 
amount  was  $163  356.14 

Average  per  year  105,326.40 

Average  per  month,  8  777.20 

These  figures  show  the  actual  collec- 
tions of  Thompson,  the  amount  turned 
over  to  him  by  Captain  Cooke  being 
placed  to  Cooke's  credit." 

It  is  a  rather  remarkable  fact  that 
the  Secretaries  of  State  kept  no  perma- 
ment  record  of  the  money  receipts  or 
payments  of  the  office  before  Septem- 
ber 1895.  If  we  had  found  some  books 
we  might  have  been  able  to  account  for 
it;  but  the  books  are  not  there.  I  don't 
say  it  was  applied  to  the  Democratic 
campaign  fund.  I  don't  say  anybody 
stole  anything.  But  I  say  if  anybody 
had  stolen  it,  there  is  no  way  by  which 
you  can  trace  the  theft.  Such  were 
their  methods  in  the  days  of  "good 
government."  They  were  not  the 
methods  commonly  used  by  conscient- 
ious and  competent  business  men. 
Would  you  not  have  thought  that  they 
would  have  kept  some  books  ?  Prior  to 
September  1S95,  I  find  only  a  pencil 
cash  book  now  and  then,  not  half  a  doz- 
en in  all,  not  consecutive,  by  which  you 
can  trace  nothing. 

Now  the  Democratic  papers  will  be 
come  hysterical  and  indignant  at  the 
mention  of  these  things.  They  will  de- 
nounce me  for  commenting  upon  the 
conduct  of  men  still  living,  and  de- 
nounce me  for  calling  your  attention  to 
the  carelessness,  incompetency  and 
shortcomings  of  the  dead.  Bit  neith- 
er denudation,  "high  character"  nor 
death  can  transform  incompetency  into 
competency,  indecency  of  administra- 
tion into  decency  of  administration,  or 
drunkenness  into  sobriety.  They  can- 
not make  a  record  where  one  is  miss- 
ing, nor  alter  what  is    made.    Death 


itself  cannot  sanctify  a  crime  or  fill  up 
a  shortage.  It  is  pitiable  to  see 
them  take  shelter  under  the  shaaow  of 
death,  and  say  "Shield  us  with  your 
dark  wings,"  But  I  am  comparing  ad- 
ministrations, not  men. 

Is  it  not  reasonable  to  say  that  by 
their  carelessness,  if  not  by  corruption, 
the  State  has  lost  thousands  of  dollars 
in  that  office  every  year? 

Well,  Captain  Cooke  winds  up  very 
cleverly  to  me.  I  think  we  would  be 
like  David  and  Jonathan  if  we  were  to- 
gether.   He  says : 

"I  believe  Dr.  Thompson  is  an  intel- 
ligent and  efficient  officer.  As  he  did 
not  call  my  attention  to  any  error 
found  in  the  office,  I  am  obliged  to  con- 
clude that  he  has  given  out  no  state- 
ment toany  one  which  reflects  in  any 
way  upon  my  administration  of  the 
office,  and  that  he  is  in  no  way  respon- 
sible for  the  publication  referred  to  in 
the  beginning  of  this  communication." 

Now  I  did  not  give  out  these  figures. 
The  clerk  in  the  Treasury  department 
got  them  there.  Well,  I  hope  lam  as 
clever  as  Cooke  thinks.  I  showed  him 
everything  he  asked  for.  He  did  not 
ask  for  anything  else  and  I  did  not 
show  it  to  him. 

Well,  now  my  friends,  let's  go  a  little 
bit  further.  1  am  going  to  say  right 
here  and  now  that,  when  I  went  into 
the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  I  verily 
believe  there  was  not  an  office  of  a  reg- 
ister of  deeds  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  that  was  not  in  better  condi- 
tion than  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State  ot  North  Carolina.  Some  of  the 
former  Secretaries  kept  a  bar-room 
there,  and  of  course  things  could  not  be 
ordei'vin  a  bar-room.  My  predeces- 
sor wab  seldom  there.  He  continued 
the  practice  of  law  in  Louisburg.  He 
came  only  occasionally.  He  had  a 
clerk  in  the  office  who  got  drunk  when- 
ever he  wanted  to.  He  had  one  man 
in  the  office  against  whom  I  have  not 
one  word  to  say.  I  continued  him 
there  for  seven  months,  and  he  did  effi- 
cient work  for  me;  but  one  man  can- 
not run  the  office.  I  have  been  sur- 
prised that  he  did  as  well  as  he  did. 
The  head  of-  the  office  is  responsible 
for  the  condition  of  the  office.  I  have 
got  not  one  unkind  word  or  criticism 
to  make  of  Mr.  Batchelor.    Not  one. 

But  I  was  mortified  one  day  when 
Clement  Manly,  late  Democratic 
chairman  came  into  my  office  and  said  : 
"I  think  I  will  have  a  suit  against  an 
insurance  company    which    has  been 
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doing  business  in  this  State.  I  want 
to  know  who  is  the  general  agent  upon 
whom  I  can  serve  the  notice  of  suit.  I 
said,  Mr.  Batchelor  will  tell  you.  Mr. 
Eatcheior  said  that  lis  name  was  so 
and  so  and  that  he  lives  at  such  and 
such  a  place.  He  (Mr.  Manly)  said: 
"Have  you  got  tas  appointment?"  The 
law  requires  the  filing  in  the  office  of 
the  appointment  of  the  general  agent. 
Do  you  know  it  could  not  be  found  in 
that  office?  Months  afterwards  in 
cleaning  up,  I  found  the  appointment 
and  notified  Mr.  Manly  of  ic.  There 
was  no  atteaipt  to  file  in  any  systema- 
tic crJer  so  tra^  they  could  find 
the  appointments  of  the  general  agents 
of  the  Insurance  companies,  the  only 
parties  in  North  Carolina  against 
whom  a  notice  of  suit  can  be  brought. 
That  was  in  the  days  of  "a  good  gov- 
ernment." I  gathered  them  up  as  I 
could  find  them,  here  and  there,  and 
have  now  a  tolerably  fair  file. 

My  fellow  citizens,  the  Governor  of 
North  Carolina  appoints  Commission- 
ers of  affidavit  and  Probate  of  Deeds 
for  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  resi- 
dent in  other  States  and  territories; 
so  if  a  man  in  New  York,  for  instance, 
wants  to  acknowledge  a  matter,  he 
can  acknowledge  it  there  without 
coming  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
If  you  will  go  into  the  Clerk's  office 
here  you  will  find  a  record  of  these 
commissioners  of  affidavits.  The  law 
of  North  Carolina  requires  that  the 
oath  of  these  commissioners  shall  be 
filed  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State 
who  shall  print  their  names  in  the 
volume  of  public  laws  every  two  years. 
When  I  went  to  publish  the  laws  after 
the  legislature  of  1897,  I  asked  "where 
is  the  list  of  commissioners  of  deeds  of 
North  Carolina  resident  in  other 
States  and  countries?"  I  was  told  I 
would  have  to  get  from  the  Governor's 
office  the  list  of  appointees.  I  pub- 
lished the  list  furnished  me  there.  The 
record  of  qualification  ought  to  have 
been  made  in  my  office  and  the  last 
record  of  the  qualification  of  a  com- 
missioner of  deeds  in  North  Carolina 
in  that  office  was  on  the  23rd  of  July 
1892  Not  a  one  had  been  recorded 
since,  and  only  a  few  for  years  prior 
to  that  time.  I  venture  this  assertion, 
that  prior  to  my  going  i»~to  office  as  Sec- 
tetary  of  State  Mr.  Pigford  your  clerk 
had  net  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  a  single  notice  of  qualification 
of  commissioner  of  deeds  for  North 
Carolina,    resident  in    other   States; 


and  yet  it  was  the  Secretary's  duty  to 
certify  every  qualification  to  every 
Cl^rk  of  Superior  Court  in  the  State. 
Lets  go  a  littie  further;  The  State 
of  North  Carolina  puts  into^he  hands 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  the  sale  of 
Supreme  Court  Reports,  two  thousand 
of  which  are  issued  every  year  from 
the  two  sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
When  I  went  into  office  the 
Secretary  of  State  had  no  more 
idea  than  the  man  in  the  moon 
how  many  volumes  of  the  Supreme 
Court  Reports  he  had  on  hand.  He 
did  not  inventory  them  to  me  ard 
take  a  receipt  for  them.  When  I 
counted  them  up,  I  found  that  the 
State  had  about  twenty  thousand  vol- 
umes, which  sell  at  two  dollars  a  vol- 
ume, making  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars worth  of  property  in  the  hands  of 
Secretary  of  State.  He  did  not  know 
how  many  he  had.  I  doubt  if  he  had 
ever  seen  them.  They  were  stored  in 
a  warehouse,  utterly  unfit  for  use,  at  a 
cost  to  the  State  of  $30  a  month.  The 
house  leaked, the  windows  were  brok- 
en, the  wind  and  rain  blew  in  and  wet 
the  books  and  scattered  and  damaged 
paper  belonging  to  the  State.  The 
place  was  rented  by  Secretary  Coke 
for  the  State  when  it  could  not  be 
rented  for  anything  else.  You  could 
take  some  of  the  volumes  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  Reports  and  take 
your  finger  and  rub  the  leather 
up.  They  were  rotting.  I  took 
Judge  Waiter  Clark  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  Judge  McRae  and  others 
and  showed  it  to  thera,  and  said; 
What  do  you  think  of  it?  And  valua- 
ble old  records  pertaining  to  the  his- 
tory of  North  Carolina  were  jumbled 
on  the  floor  and  covered  with  dirt,  so 
damaged  that  when  I  would  pick 
them  up  they  would  drop  to  pieces. 
That  happened  in  the  days  of  "good 
government."  That  was  a  part  of  the 
decent  administration  which  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  longs  for.  I  am  storing 
the  Supreme  Court  Reports  for  less 
than  one-lhird  of  thirty  dollars  a 
month  in  a  decent  place.  I  know  how 
many  I  have  and  when  I  go  out  I  will 
'  tell  my  successor  how  many  I  have 
and  let  him  receipt  to  me  for  them. 

Why,  further  than  that,  when  I  be- 
gan to  rumage  about  in  the  pigeon- 
holes in  my  office  do  you  know,  I  four  d 
letters  that  had  not  been  opened,  with 
stamps  inside,  saying,  "I  have  written 
to  you  but  have  not  heard  from  you; 
please  let  me    hear  from  you."    Not 


16 


only  that,  I  picked  up  one  day  some 
old  envelopes,  and  feLt  there  was  some- 
thing in  them,  I  opened  them  and 
found  silver,  greenbacks,  checks.,  etc. 
I  have  got  some  of  them  in  my  office 
now.  I  hey  are  not  good  by  lapse  of 
time,  but  would  have  been  good  for  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  if  my  prede- 
cessors had  not  thrown  them  aside.  I 
paid  as  waste,  that  I  could  find  no 
sort  of  ownership  of,  to  the  treasurer 
at  one  time  thirty-seven  dollars  and 
odd  cents  in  money,  postal  notes 
and  postoffice  orders  that  I  had 
gotien  the  government  to  redeem  af- 
ter the  lapse  of  years.  Some  of  these 
were  ten  years  old.  One  Democrat 
suggested  that  I  should  pocket  this 
amount.  I  told  him  I  supposed  he 
would.  I  returned  to  a  man  in  Macon 
county,  in  Moore  county,  in  Swain 
county,  and  to  a  number  of  others 
money  which  they  had  sent  there  for 
land  grants  years  ago.  I  found  and 
collected  a  check  for  $19.23  dated  in 
1893.  Capt.  Cooke  ought  to  have  found 
these  things,  but  they  were  providen- 
tially left,  I  suppose,  as  intimations  to 
us  how  the  office  was  run  in  the  days 
of  "good  government/' 

My  fellow  citizens,  one  other  re- 
markable thing.  When  I  went  into 
the  office,  Capt.  Cooke,  my  immediate 
predecessor,  said  to  me  :  "Here  1  have 
this  much  money  on  hand";  and  he 
passed  o\  er  a  balance  she  t  which  we 
both  signed  He  turned  the  money 
over  to  me,  Octavious  Coke,  his  prede- 
cessor, died  about  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember 1895.  Capt.  Cocke  was  appoint- 
ed, and  went  into  office  September  2nd. 
There  is  not  in  that  office  one  parti- 
cle of  record  of  a  settlement  between 
the  outgoing  and  incoming  Secretary 
of  State. 

Not  a  bit.  And  yet  in  the  midst  of  all 
these  things  they  say  you  are  going 
back  into  the  Democratic  party.  Migh- 
ty nice,  isn't  it?  They  howl  "nigger.'. 
Make  it  black  they  think  and  then  you 
can't  see  these  things. 

Capt.  Cooke  is  at  liberty  to  make  the 
denial  and  I  will  furnish  him  with  the 
books  I  lold  you  about  these  Supreme 
Court  Reports.  The  Secretary  of  State 
is  charged  with  the  sale  of  them.  The 
Treasury  books  show  that  in  1881,  as 
far  back  as  that,  the  sale  of  Supreme 
Court  reports  amounted  to  $1,351.35, 
and  that  this  item  increased  until  it 
amounted  to  $2,018.01  in  1891.  But 
these  same  books  show  that  in  1892  not 
one  cent  was  paid  from   the   Secretary 


of  States  office  to  the  Treasurer  for 
sale  of  Supreme  Court  reports.  The 
next  year  only  $621.12  was  paid;  the 
next  year  not  one  cent  vtas  paid.  The 
following  year  $2,380.  I  say  it  and  you 
may  print  it  in  your  Democratic  news- 
papers, that  there  were  reports  sold  in 
1892  and  in  1894,  because  a  thousand 
volumes  twice  a  year  were  issued  from 
the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  and  some 
lawyers  in  North  Carolina  bought 
some  reports;  but  that  money,  though 
paid,  never  went  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina.  Where 
did  it  go  ?  Only  in  three  years,  $621,- 
12  was  paid  to  the  Treasurer,  where 
before  and  after  this  gap  of  three  years 
$2,618  was  paid  one  year  and  $2,330  the 
other.  In  other  words,  where  Captain 
Coke  ought  to  have  paid  a  matter  of 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  in 
three  years,  he  paid  $621.12.  Here  is  a 
shortage  of  $6,800  which  the  nigger 
racket  don't  explain.  This  happened 
in  the  days  of  "good  government  in 
North  Carolina." 

I  will  give  you  another  bit  of  loose- 
ness in  that  office 
During  Capt.  Cooke's  administration 
there  were  from  180  to  190  corpora- 
tions chartered  from  that  office  upon 
which  the  fee3  were  pa*d,  and  upon 
which  the  seal  tax  of  one  dollar  each 
should  hav^  been  turned  ovcr  to  the 
Private  Secretary  of  the  Governor. 

One  hundred  and  eighty  or  $190 
ought  to  have  been  paid  to  the  Private 
Secretary  of  the  Governor  on  this  ac- 
count during  Cooke's  administration. 
His  books  show  that  not  one  cent  was 
so  paid.  The  law  gives  the  Secretary 
of  State  these  corporation  fees,  except- 
ing ths  seal  tax.  This  account  was 
balanced  on  Capt.  Cooke's  books — he 
took  all  the  fees.  J  don't  pretend  to 
explain  it,  but  it  is  a  fact. 

My  fellow  citizens,  that  is  not  all. 
The  act  requiring  the  issue  of  charter 
or  letters  patent  from  the  Secretary's 
office  is  the  act  of  1893.  Up  to  the  time 
of  my  going  into  office,  437  companies 
had  filed  articles  of  agreement  and  got- 
ten letters  patent.  It  was  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  record  these 
articles  of  agreement.  The  fees  are 
paid  by  the  coporators  for  this  service. 
My  predecessor  took  the  fees,  but  he 
did  not  perform  the  service.  He  left 
them  unrecorded.  They  are  unrecord- 
ed still.  They  stopped  recording  them 
in  1894. 

Well,  let's  look  a  little  further.  Sec- 
tion £070  of  the  Code  says  : 
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"The  Secretary  of  State  aball  furnish 
to  the  Auditor,  on  the  first  of  each 
month,  a    statement  in   detail  of  the 
taxes  and  license  fees  under  this  chap- 
ter during  the  previous  month,  and 
shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  the  amount 
in  full  of  such  taxes  and  license  fees." 
Did  my  predecessor  do  it?    No,  he 
did  not.    Capt.  Cooke  went  into  the 
Secretary  of  State's  office  about   the 
2d  of  September  1895.    On  these  taxes: 
the  insurance  license  account,  the  fee 
account,  the    insurance  tax  account, 
the  laws  and  journal  sales  account,  the 
seal  tax  account,  the  sale  of  Supreme 
Court  reports  account;  he  did  not  pay 
the  Treasurer  of  North  Carolina  a  dol- 
lar until  six  months  after  he  went  into 
office.  How  did  he  make  his  payments 
when  he  did  pay?  Did  he  walk  up  and 
pay  to  the  Treasurer  as  he  was  sworn  to 
do?  No,  he  did  not.    Now  here  are  the 
facts.    On  the  29th  of  February,  1896, 
his  first  payment  was  made.    He  had 
collected  for  insurance  licenses,  insur- 
ance taxes,  sales  of  Supreme  Court  Re- 
ports, sales  of  Laws  and  Journals,  fees 
of    the  office  and  seal    taxes  of   the 
office,  $2^,643.76,  all   of  which  should 
have  been  paid  on  that  day  to  the  State 
Treasurer,  and  much  of  it  should  have 
been  paid  to  him  months  before.    Did 
he  pay   it  all  to  the  State  Treasurer? 
No  I  he  paid  only  $3,392.68,  and  kept  in 
hand,  for  what  purpose  it  is  for  him  to 
say,  $18,251,08  of  the  State's  money.  His 
next  payment  was  the  29th  of  April, 
1896,  counting  what  he  held  back  with 
his  collections  between  these  dates  he 
had  on  hand  April  29th  $47,147.77-~this 
he  should  have  paid  to  the  Treasurer. 
Did  he  do  it?    Not    he  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  only  $35,517,22  and  retained 
in  his  hands  $11,630.55.    Three  months 
after  that  the    spirit  moved   him  to 
make    another    payment.      Counting 
what  he  had  held  back,  together  with 
his  collections  since  his  last  payment, 
he  had  in   band  on  the  31st  of  July, 
1896,  $19,386.25.    All  of  which  he  should 
have  paid  to  the  Treasurer.    Did  he  do 
it?    No!  he  paid  to  the  Treasurer  at 
this  time  $14,200.02,  and   kept  in   his 
hands  of  the  State's  money  $5,186  23.  It 
was  four    months    before    the    spirit 
moved  him  to  make  another  payment. 
On  the  30th  of  November,  1896,  count- 
ing what  he  had  over  from  his  former 
payment,  with   his   collections    since 
that  date,  he  had  in  hand  $12,948  92,  all 
of  which  he  should  have  paid  to  the 
Treasurer.    Following  his  habit  of  de- 
linquency he  paid  to  the  Treasurer  on 


November  30, 1896,  only  $10,406,83,  and 
kept  in  his  hands  of  the  State's  moneys 
$2,542  09.  This  was  his  last  payment 
to  the  Treasurer.  When  I  went  into 
office  he  turned  over  to  me  on  these  ac- 
counts $3  504  36,  ie^s  than  one  thousand 
of  which  he  had  collected  since  the 
30th  of  No, ember,  1896,  the  date  of  his 
last  payment  with  the  Treasurer. 

If  he  had  put.  the^e  arrearages  at  in- 
terest and  paid  the  State  interest  od 
them,  it  might  have  been  some  excuse 
for  his  delinquency,  though  a  violation 
of  the  law.  But  he  did  not  do  that. 
These  are  the  facts  as  they  appear  from 
his  own  books,  on  which  no  account 
was  ever  balanced  from  the  time  of  his 
going  into  office  until  the  time  of  his 
going  out. 

In  other  words,  in  tbe  days  of  good 
government,  Charles  Cooke,  "a  man 
above  reproach,"  Chairman  of  the  late 
Democratic  State  Convention,  a  man 
whom,  because  I  say  these  things 
about  him,  I  will  be  denounced  for 
having  attacked  the  character  of, 
though  I  am  simply  stating  the  plain 
truth  as  his  books  show  it,  kept  back 
the  State's  money  and  was  in  arrears  all 
the  fiiine,  in  violation  of  the  law,  and 
never  settled  with  the  State  until  he 
was  ousted  from  the  office.  Now  you 
take  that.  That  happened  in  the  days 
of  "good  government." 

I  am  just  stating  the  facts  as  they 
are.  I  am  not  denouncing  anybody. 
What  was  he  doing  with  the  State's 
money?  That  is  the  question  for  the 
voters  of  North  Carolina  to  ask  them- 
selves. 

My  friends,  I  have  been  speaking  a 
good  while  new,  and  I  am  going  to  be- 
gin to  wind  up.  But  just  a  little 
further. 

I  saw  yesterday  morning  the  Ral- 
eigh News  and  Observer.  It  had  a 
cartoon  in  it — a  picture  you  know,  of 
Jim  young  "a  negro  politician  in  Ral- 
eigh bossing  things  at  the  Blind 
Asylum"  in  the  city  of  Raleigh.  The 
Democratic  party  dares  not  go  before 
the  people  of  North  Carolina  on  any 
issue  of  politics  and  state  its  belief 
upon  these  issues.  It  therefore  howls 
'•nigger."  What  has  Jim  Young  got 
to  do  with  the  blind  institution  in  the 
city  of  Raleigh?  Is  he  on  the  board? 
Not  at  all.  There  is  not  a  negro  on  any 
institutional  board  in  North  Caro- 
lina except  for  negoes,  and  has  not 
been  for  a  matter  of  some  months, 
with  the  single  exception  of  a  colored 
man  by  the  name  of  Peace  on  the  board 
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of  penitentiary  directors.  In  the  name 
of  common  sense  and  human  suffering, 
is  there  no  question  in  North  Caro- 
lina but  the  question  of  "negro?"  Is 
that  all;  and  will  the  Democratic 
party  persist  in  it  and  insult  the  in- 
telligence of  men  and  make  light  of 
the  poverty  of  the  people  by  in- 
jecting this  as  the  one  issue  in  their 
campaign? 

The  principal  of  the  Institution  for 
the  Blind  in  the  city  of  Raleigh  to- 
day is  John  E.  Ray,  the  very  same  man 
who  had  control  of  it  under  the  Dem- 
ocratic Administration;  a  mhn  com- 
petent and  fit  for  his  place,  a  man  on 
friendly  terms  with  me  and  every 
man  of  this  administration;  and  never 
has  be  had  a  word  of  complaint  to 
make  about  the  conduct  of  any  man 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Insti- 
tution. The  truth  is,  we  are  doing 
more  for  the  Institution  than  the 
Democratic  party  ever  did.  While 
they  had  the  boys  sleeping  in  the  old 
rickety  building  that  no  heavy  man 
would  trust  himself  in  without  fear, 
we  are  spending  the  state's  money  to 
build  houses  to  take  care  of  the  blind 
children  safely  and  decently.  They 
give  us  no  credit  for  this,  but  they 
say  you  have  been  extravagant  and 
you  have  had  a  negro  director.  If 
you  believe  these  lying  cartoons,  don't 
take  my  word  for  it,  but  write  to  Mr. 
Ray.  He  is  a  geutleman,  a  truthful 
roan,  a  christian,  a  Democrat.  He 
will  tell  you  that  Jim  Young  was 
never  impudent  or  offensive  as  repre- 
sented. 

Why,  they  are  now  howling  about  the 
days  of '68  69.  Jarvis  is  doing  some  of 
It,  ain't  he?  You  know  Jarvis.  He  is 
the  "disinterested  visiting  statesman," 
who  attempted  to  play  the  role  of  a 
friend  to  the  State,  "a  disinterested 
friend,"  until  it  was  shown  that  he 
was  the  attorney  of  the  Atlantic  Coast 
Line.  Jarvis  is  one  who  has  howled 
against  and  denounced,  the  Republi- 
can administration  of  1868-69.  Who 
is  it  that  does  not  denounce  it?  Every 
Republican  that  was  prominent  in 
has  gone  out  of  politics  in 
North  Carolina.  What  about  the  Dem- 
ocrats of  that  time?  What  about  Jar- 
vis in  that  legislature?.  I  have  never 
heard  of  his  denying  that  he  voted  for 
the  infamous  special  tax  bonds.  The 
record  binds  him.  It  is  the  truth  that 
every  Democrat  who  was  prominent 
around  that  legislature  of  '68-9  has 
been  exalted  and  promoted,  while  the 


Republicans  were  justly  persecuted 
an  J  driven  out.  You  have  heard  of 
Swepson  and  Littlefield,  you  have 
heard  of  Mat  Ransom,  Mr.  Simmons' 
friend;  do  you  know  that  General 
Ransom  was  so  near  to  Swepson  in 
those  days  that  he  actually  named 
one  of  his  boys  George  Swepson.  Why, 
S.  McD.  Tate,  who  was  afterwards 
made  Treasurer  of  North  Carolina  was 
one  of  the  men  of  '68-9.  Read  the  re- 
port of  the  Fraud  Commission.  I  tell 
you  I  do  not  believe  that  there  was  a 
great  crime  in  the  legislature  of'68-9 
to  which  the  leading  Democrats  then, 
and  the  older  controlling  element  of 
the  Democrats  to-day,  were  not  the 
god-fathers;  and  yet  they  are  the 
men  who  say,  "come  back,  go  with  us, 
put  us  in  again."  Why,  my  fellow  cit- 
izens, the  very  men  who  hung  around 
that  legislature  of  '68  9  and  J|made 
campaign  upon  its  infamies  when  they 
got  control  of  North  Carolina,  went 
on  to  issue  county  and  township 
bonds  in  the  interest  of  corporations 
to  burden  the  people  of  the  State.  And 
yet  they  come  up  and  get  control  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  Buck  Kitch- 
en says :  "Oh,  it  is  regenerated,  and 
back  I  go." 

A.B.Andrews  voted  for  McKinley ;  A. 
B.  Andrews  named  Mr.  Simmons  as 
the  Chairman  of  the  Democratic  State 
Executive  Committee,  and  manipula- 
ted and  controlled  the  Democratic 
"White  Shirt  Brigade"  Convention  of 
the  26th  of  last  May.  How  do  you  like 
it?  Is  it  not  the  truth?  Deny  it  if 
you  can. 

And  that  is  not  all.  Let's  look  a  lit- 
tle further.  You  have  heard  Demo- 
crats talk  about  the  town  of  Greenville 
having  a  negro  policeman.  Weil,  let's 
see  .  There  is  one  there.  How  did  he 
get  there?  The  town  has  four  colored 
and  two  white  councilmen.  Two  of 
the  colored  councilmen  proposed  to 
elect  Mr.  Cherry,  a  white  Republican 
policeman,  if  Mr.  Blow,  the  Democratic 
County  Chairman,  Mr.  Jarvis'  law 
partner,  and  Mr.  Brown,  the  other 
white  concilman  would  vote  with  them. 
Blow  and  Brown  refused  to  do  it,  so 
the  four  negroes  voted  together  and 
elected  a  negro.  Who  is  responsible 
for  the  negro's  election  ?  Blow  could 
have  prevented  it.  They  could  have 
prevented  it  if  they  had  wanted  to,  but 
they  did  not  want  to  prevent  it.  They 
wantedjit  for  campaign  thunder.  Well, 
was  that  anything  out  of  the  way  for 
them  to  have  a  negro  policeman  in  the 


town  of  Greenville?  As  far  back  as 
1878,  when  the  town  was  Democratic, 
they  always  elected  William  Hamahan 
a  negro,  for  one  policeman,  and  a  white 
man  for  the  other,  and  in  the  case  of 
big1  crowds,  when  they  had  to  appoint 
special  pclicemeu,  they  always  appoin- 
ted as  many  negroes  as  whites. 

Yoa  have  have  heard  Democrats  talk 
about  Newborn.  I  am  going  to  read 
yoa  a  letter  about  the  affairs  of  New- 
born.   Now  pay  attention : 

"What  information  I  have  been  able 
to  acquire  tends  to  show  beyond  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  Democrat- 
ic leaders  are  not  now  nor  never  have 
been  in  earnest  about  this  matter.  In- 
deed they  have  so  manipulated  the  of- 
fices over  which  they  have  had  control 
that  they  might  have  something  to 
talk  about  in  this  campaign,  and  might 
throw  upon  the  Republicana  &nd  Pop- 
ulists responsibility  which  is  really 
their  own.  Every  colored  school  com- 
mitteeman in  this  county  secured  his 
appointment  directly  through  the  dem- 
ocratic party.  The  Democratic  com- 
missioners of  this  county  united  on 
three  men  who  were  to  select  the  school 
committeemen.  These  three,  who  were 
nominated  by  the  Democrats  and  elec- 
ted through  their  votes,  were  Mr.  E.  H, 
Meadows  and  Mr.  Sam  Latham,  and 
Palmer,  a  colored  man — two  Democrats 
and  one  Republican.  These  three  se- 
lected every  school  committeeman  in 
the  county,  including  Lawrence,  col- 
ored, and  Williams,  colored,  of  New- 
born. Any  Democrat  who  does  not 
believe  this  can  easily  find  out  the 
truth  by  reference  to  the  record  of  the 
County  Commissioners'  meetings. 

In  the  city  administration,  so  much 
condemned  by  our  Democratic  friends, 
because  it  has  a  colored  policeman  and 
a  colored  attorney  and  a  colored  coun- 
cilman, it  is  a  well  known  fact  and  can 
be  proven  by  witnesses,  that  the  Dem- 
ocratic leaders  when  they  found  that 
they  were  not  going  to  win  their  case, 
went  to  one  of  the  colored  councilmen 
and  made  him  the  following  offer  : 

That  they  would  give  the  colored 
men  one-half  of  the  city  offices  and 
patronage,  including  the  city  attorney- 
ship, provided  the  colored  councilmen 
would  vote  for  Ellis  for  mayor.  They 
wished  to  saddle  as  many  colored  men 
as  possible  on  the  city  government  m 
order  that  such  a  state  of  affairs  could 
be  used  as  a  pretext  for  their  own  po- 
litical ends,  and  to  try  to  win  the  Pop- 
ulist vot-e. 


Yet  when  I  was  in  Goldsboro  yester- 
day, my  friend  Joe  Robinson,  of  the 
Argus,  said  to  me :  "I  would  like  to 
take  sou  down  to  Newbern  and  let 
you  see  some  of  the  coons  down  there." 
I  said :  "I  have  got  this  to  say  to  you, 
Joe;  there  are  not  a  dozen  uppish  and 
offensive  negroes  in  North  Carolina, 
who  gave  the  Democratic  party  cause 
to  howl  nigger  in  this  campaign,  that 
are  not  backed  by  Democrats  or  bought 
with  Democratic  money,"  and  he  turn- 
ed off  and  laughed,  looking  back  and 
laughing.  He  knew  that  I  had  told 
him  the  truth.,  Joe  is  a  clever  man ;  he 
says  that  he  is  a  Democrat;  he  never 
has  denied  that  he  is  a  gold  Democrat. 
He  knows  that  he  cannot  go  before  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  win  power  by  preaching  his  finan- 
cial belief;  wherefoie  he  howls  nigger, 
and  wants  to  "show  us  the  coons." 

More  than  that,  "even  as  ate  as  last 
month  when  the  Board  of  City  Coun- 
cilmen voted  to  dispense  with  the 
services  of  three  policemen,  the  Dem- 
ccratic  aldermen  voted  to  dismiss 
two  white  and  one  colored  police- 
man, instead  of  three  colored  or  two 
colored  and  one  white.  These  instan- 
ces are  but  samples  of  their  political 
consistency.  Many  more  instances 
could  be  found  in  which  they  tried  to 
bamboozle  the  public  into  thinking 
that  they  have  no  political  ends  of 
their  own,  but  are  actuated  only  by 
the  highest  and  truest  motives." 

Further  than  this,  No.  8  Township, 
Craven  county,  has  always  elected,  a 
negro  as  constable,  and  the  Democrats 
voted  for  him.  During  the  sheriff- 
alty of  W.  B.  Lane,  the  appointee  of 
the  Democratic  Commisioners  after  b« 
had  been  defeated  at  the  poll3,  Sheriff 
Lane  had  a  negro  deputy  for  No.  7 
Township,  and  for  other  parts  of  the 
county  when  and  wherever  he  needed 
him  to  go.  Yet  they  are  howling  nig- 
ger.    What  else  can  they  howl,* 

It  is  very  much  like  the  old  Dutch 
woman  who  stood  in  the  front  of  her 
store,  wiping  with  her  apron  'the 
tears  from  the  face  of  her  squaling 
son.  The  old  man  called  out  from  the 
bacK  of  the  store,  "What's  the  matter 
mit  Ikey?"  She  said  "He  fell  down 
un  pumped  his  nose?"  "Phat",  says 
he,  "Fell  down  and  pumped  his  nose?" 
She  lifted  her  head,  looked  at  him  and 
replied,  "Well  phat  else  could  he 
pump?" 

Let's  read  a  Utile  more.  John  Gra- 
ham, president  of  the  Farmers  Alii- 
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ance,  a  man  without  fear  and  without 
reproach  everywhere  in  North  Caro- 
lina writes  me  under  date  of  August 
16th  that  a  negro  was  elected  on  the 
Board  of  Eduacation  in  the  county  of 
Warren  by  the  votes  of  two  Democratic 
members  of  the  Board  of  Commission- 
ers. These  Democratic  Conimisioners 
were  appointed  by  a  Democratic  Judge 
and  added  to  the  Board  of  three  mem- 
bers elected  by  rhe  people.  Their 
names  are  M.  J.  Hawkins  and  P.  H. 
Allen,  and  the  colored  man  put  upon 
the  Board  of  Education  in  that  county 
by  their  votes  was  John  P.  Williams. 
I  am  told  that  they  voted  for  Williams 
against  the  Rev.  T.  J.  Taylor,  a  white 
man  and  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church 
in  Warrenton.  And  further  than  that, 
I  have  to  say  that  in  the  county  of 
Warren  for  twenty  years  there  has 
been  a  colored  Register  of  Deeds,  and 
that  the  Democrats  in  the  county  of 
Warren  were,  until  recently,  his 
bondsmen. 

Over  here  in  Wilson  county  they 
have  a  colored  man  on  the  Board  of 
Education.  How  did  he  get  there?  He 
was  elected  by  Democratic  votes. 
The  Republican  Register  of  Deeds 
went  to  the  Populist  Commissioners 
and  said,  "If  you  will  agree  to  put 
upon  the  Board  of  Education  a  certain 
negro,  I  will  co-operate  with  you  in 
the  election  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion for  Wilson  county.  This  the  Pop- 
ulist Commissioners  refused  to  do. 
He  then  went  to  the  Democratic  Com- 
missioners appointed  by  a  Judge  to 
oversee  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
elected  by  the  people,  and  said,  "I  will 
co-operate  with  you,  if  you  will  agree 
to  name  this  negro  as  amember  ofbthe 
Board."  To  this  these  Democratic  Com- 
missioners agreed,  and  so  there  is  a 
negro  upon  the  Board  of  Education  in 
the  county  of  Wilson,  put  there  by 
Democratic  votes.  These  facts  were 
given  to  me  by  Populists  in  Wilson 
county,  but  not  by  them  alone;  they 
were  given  to  me  by  John  E.  Wood- 
ard,  a  Democratic  attorney  in  the 
town  of  Wilson. 

They  howl  about  negro  school 
committeeman.  I  am  willing  to  say 
that  the  law  which  put  one  committee 
in  charge  of  both  white  and  colored 
schools  was  a  mistake,  but  that  law 
was  drawn  largely  by  a  Dem- 
ocrat. It  was  approved  by  a 
Democrat  at  the  head  of  the 
State's  highest  institution  of 
learning  for  males,  and  another  Dem- 


ocrat who  is  at  the  head  of  the  State's 
highest  institution  for  the  education 
of  females.  The^e  gentlemen  are  not 
politicians.  They  believe  as  educators, 
I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  bill  would  en- 
hance the  value  and  efficiency  of  the 
public  school  system.  The  bill  was 
supported  in  the  legislature  by  Demo- 
crats, and  wherever  negroes  have  been 
put  upon  school  committees  by  county 
boards  of  education,  acting  under  the 
law  of  1897,  it  cannot  be  said  that  they 
have  been  put  there  by  Populists  and 
Republicans  alane;  for  there  are  negro 
school  committeemen  in  numerous 
counties  where  the  Democrats  are  in 
control.  The  responsibility  therefore 
for  thi3  law,  and  for  everything  objec- 
tionable that  has  arisen  in  the  course  of 
itei  execution,  is  chargable  as  much  to 
the  Democratic  party  as  to  the  Repub- 
lican or  Populist  Parties;  and  yet  be- 
cause the  Democratic  party  dare  not 
go  before  the  people  and  state  its  be- 
lief upon  any  ger  eral  question  of  poli- 
tics, it  seeks  to  damn  its  political  oppo- 
nents by  saddling  upon  them  its  own 
crimes. 

You  remember  the  campaign  of  1876 
was  largely  upon  the  issue  of  "nigger." 
It  was  then  the  cry  of  negro  equality. 
Now  it  is  the  cry  of  "negro  domina- 
tion." I  state  here  that  the  Democratic 
party  does  not  desire  to  rid  itself  of 
the  negro  in  politics.  When  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  in  North  Carolina  re- 
moves the  negro  from  politics  in  North 
Carolina,  the  Democratic  party  goes 
out  of  existance  in  North  Carolina.  If 
they  had  desired  to  get  rid  of  the  negro 
as  a  disturbing  factor  in  North  Caroli- 
na, they  acquired  the  power  in  1S7G, 
when,  contrary  to  all  of  their  profes- 
sions upon  the  stump,  and  their  denun- 
ciations of  the  Republican  party  for 
putting  negroes  in  office  in  North  Car- 
olina, they  proceeded  to  elect  negro 
magistrates  in  New  Hanover,  in  Cra- 
ven and  in  other  counties  in  the  State. 
They  had  it  in  their  power  to  remove 
the  negro  from  politics  from  that  day 
until  1895,  and  yet  they  left  him  for  the 
purpose  of  future  campaigns.  When 
they  fail  of  the  negro  issue  in  North 
Carolina,  what  issue  will  the  Demo- 
cratic party  have? 

Why,  when  Peg-leg  Williams  in  the 
days  of  negro  exodus  was  carrying 
thousands  of  negroes  out  of  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  itwas  a  Democratic 
legislature  that  rose  up  and  passed 
a  law  stopping  the  business  under  a 
penalty  of  a  thousand  dollars.    I  have 
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heard  it  said  that  our  friend  Captain 
Kitchen  felt  so  outraged  at  the  less- 
ening of  the  negro  population  in  the 
county  of  Halifax  that  he  assaulted 
poor  old  Peg-leg  Williams  who  was 
carrying  his  thousands  further  South. 
I  continue  this  charge  against  the 
Democratic  party.  It  has  always 
howled  the  nigger,  and  yet  it  has 
given  the  negro  office  when  it  could, 
notwithstanding  its  howl.  In  1872  on 
the  18th  day  of  November,  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  controlling  the  Senate  of 
North  Carolina,  put  up  and  elected 
Guilford  Christmas,  a  Warren  county 
colored  man  for  Assistant  Door-keep- 
er, against  a  white  man.  You  can  go 
there  and  see  that  your  own  Senator 
from  this  county,  Dr,  Murphy,  voted 
for  the  negro.  You  deny.it?  There 
is  the  Journal  right  there  in  the 
Clerk's  office  now.  Talk  about  negro 
magistrates  and  negro  postmasters 
and  negro  policeman,  and  negro  school 
committeemen,  why,  as  far  back  as  1877 
the  Democrats  in  North  Carolina  were 
appointing  negro  magistrates.  Now 
let  me  read  you  a  little  bit  of  ancient 
history.  Some  of  us  were  born  since 
that  day  and  never  heard  of  it,  I  re- 
member, my  fellow-citizens,  when  I 
came  out  of  school  in  1878  that  one  of 
the  first  things  I  had  to  smooth  over 
was  that  my  friend  John  W.  Shackel- 
ford, a  Democratic  member,  had  voted 
for  negro  magistrates  in  that  legisla- 
ture. If  you  take  the  House  Journal 
of  1877  and  refer  to  the  evening  ses- 
sion of  March  9th,  you  will  find  a  long 
protest  signed  by  nine  members- 
only  nine,  but  nine — one  from  this 
county  and  two  from  Duplin.  What 
were  they  protesting  against?  The 
appointment  of  negro  magistrates  by 
a  Democratic  legislature  elected  upon 
the  negro  issue.  Among  the  Demo- 
crats who  were  in  that  legislature  and 
voted  for  negro  magistrates,  I  find  the 
names  of  Octavious  Coke,  W.  T.  Caho, 
I.  F.  Dortch,  H.  B.  Short,  W.  C.  Troy, 
Thos.  M  Holt,  M.  S.  Robbins,  S.  M. 
Finger,  Gr.  S,  Ferguson  and  J.  L.  Rob- 
inson— these  in  the  Senate,  with  Thos. 
J.  Jarvis,  presiding;  in  the  House: 
Jas.  W.  Wilson,  V.  V.  Richardson,  Geo. 
M.  Rose,  W.  T,  Roberts,  D.  H.  McLean, 
Jas.  D.  Mcfver,  Alfred  Rowland,  and 
Johu  S.  Henderson,  Against  the  ac- 
tion of  these  men,  the  nine  who  pro- 
tested said:  "If  Democrats  do  what 
they  have  persistently  abused  and  con- 
demned Republicans  for  doing,  how 
can  they  hope  to  escape  just  censure?" 


Here  it  is  stated,  out  of  Democratic 
mouths,  that  "nigger"  was  a  fraud  in 
'76.  It  is  a  fraud  new.  The  people 
know  it;  they  are  wiser  now  than  they 
were  in  1876,  and  they  are  not  going 
to  be  fooled  about  it  now. 

And  yet  in  the  face  of  this,  they  are 
the  men  in  North  Carolina  who  have 
their  quiet  conferences  with  negroes, 
and  openly  in  their  public  prints  say 
to  the  negroes,  uyou  do  a  majority  of 
the  voting;  therefore  you  are  entitled 
to  a  majority  of  the  offices  of  your 
party;  demand  them!"  J  read  this 
advice  in  a  paper  published  over 
here  in  Dunn,  in  the  same  issue 
of  which  I  found  also  an  appeal  for 
the  formation  of  white  suprem- 
acy clubs  to  beat  back  the  waves  of  ne- 
gro domination. 

What  hypocrite  these  Democrats  be, 
It  is  astonishing  to  me  that  God  Him- 
self lets  them  live.  It  is  a  wonder  he 
does  not  start  out  and  blast  them  for 
their  hypocrisy. 

I  have  loved  the  people  of  Sampson 
county,  and  I  believe  they  have  al- 
ways loved  me.  When  I  come  hereto 
Sampson  I  feel  like  I  am  under  my 
own  vine  and  fig  tree.  They  tell  me 
as  much  as  they  please  that  the  Popu- 
lists of  Sampson  county  are  going 
back  into  the  Democratic  party,  and  I 
just  simply  won't  believe  it.  You  have 
done  too  much  for  the  cause  of 
the  party,  which  is  the  cause  of 
humanity,  to  desert  the  leadership 
of  Marion  Butler  for  the  leadership  of 
such  men  as  Thomas  J.  Jarvis  (loud 
applause).  There  is  not  a  real  Demo- 
crat in  North  Carolina  to-day  who 
can  say  aught  against  the  record  of 
Marion  Butler,  though  you  have  a 
countyman,  now  agoldbugat  Turkey 
(Laughter),  who  said  at  the  State  con- 
vention that  we  had  no  United  States 
Senator,  no  man  to  fill  the  seat  of  Ran- 
so-u  and  Badger  in  the  United  States 
Senate;  he  had  to  be  reminded  to 
mention  Vance.  Of  coursa  the  con- 
trolling element  in  the  Democratic 
party,  the  gold  element,  forgets  Vance. 
When  we  stood  by  him  they  deserted 
him. 

Going  back,  are  you?  Weill  don't 
believe  it.  I  believe  rather  the  Dem- 
ocrats are  coming  to  us. 

I  am  now  going  to  close.  Before  I  do 
so,  in  justice  to  you  ana  myself,  I  ought 
to  state  something  concerning  the  at- 
titude of  the  Peoples  Party  in  this 
campaign.  The  Democratic  party  said 
in  1896  that  they  believed  substantially 
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what  we  believe.  They  put  us  to  the 
test.  We  showed  our  faith  by  our  work 
when  we  co  operated  with  them  and 
carried  North  Carolina  for  Bryan.  So 
far  as  the  State  was  concerned  in  1896, 
the  Democratic  State  Committee  paid 
no  attention  to  Mr.  Butler's  proposi- 
tion for  co-operation  in  State  matters 
also.  We  therefore  effected  a  co-op- 
eration with  the  Republican  party.  A 
month  before  the  election,  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  when  it  saw  it  was  beaten, 
came  to  us  with  a  proposition  to  co- 
operation on  State  matters  also. 
Their  proposition,  which  might 
have  been  accepted  if  made  in  the 
beginning  of  the  campaign,  could 
not  have  been  accepted  when  it  was 
made.  Following  the  line  of  their  last 
proposition,  we  presented  to  their  con- 
vention this  year  a  basis  for  co-opera- 
tion upon  the  principles  which  we  be- 
lieve and  which  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  Democratic  party  believe.  The 
Democratic  convention  of  May  28, 1898, 
after  five  hours  of  deliberation,  rejec- 
ted our  proposition  and  expressly  said 
that  their  committee  had  no  authority 
to  hear  any  subsequent  proposition,  It 
is  a  settled  fact  then,  that  we  can  not 
as  an  organization  co-operate  with  the 
Democratic  party  in  .North  Carolina. 
We  can  disband  and  vote  for  their  can- 
didates if  we  will.  That  much  of  lib- 
erty is  yet  left  to  us.  For  one  I  am  not 
willing  to  accept  their  invitation.  I 
heard  in  the  Democratic  State  Conven- 
tion the  speech  of  Mr.  Peebles,  of 
Northampton,  wherein  he  said,  ''We 
have  invited  the  Populists  to  return, 
and  now  if  they  will  not  return,  I 
know  of  no  other  way  to  treat  them 
when  they  come  to  our  premises  but  to 
invite  them  around  to  our  back  door." 
Are  you  ready  to  go?  You  remember  the 
odium  which  was  put  upon  every  Pop- 
ulist in  North  Carolina  in  1892,  when 
they  declared  in  their  speeches  and  in 
their  papers  that  they  would  make 
Populism  odious  in  North  Carolina. 
You  rentember  the  ostracism  and  in- 
sults which  were  heaped  upon  you  be- 
cause you  had  the  courage  to  with- 
stand che  machine  and  refuse  to  vote 
for  Grover  Cleveland.  I  say  here  and 
now  that  if  the  Democratic  party  de- 
sires to  renew,  as  the  words  of  "the 
blear-eyed  blatherskite  of  Northamp- 
ton" would  lead  us  to  believe,  the  bit- 
terness of  our  earlier  campaigns,  the 
Populists  of  North  Carolina  have  the 
same  courage  that  they  showed  in  1892 
and  in  1894. 


We  co-operated  with  the  "Democratic 
party  in  1896,  although  they  had  loaded 
the  second  place  on  the  Presidential 
ticket  with  a  goldbug  and  monopolist, 
because  it  was  the  very  best  that  we 
c  mid  do  under  the  circumstances.  We 
desired  by  our  votes  to  give  effect,  if  pos- 
sible, to  the  principles  which  we  advo- 
cated. If  the  Democrats  could  have 
helped  themselves  they  would  not  now 
have  co-operated  with  us,  and  if  we 
could  have  helped  ourselves  we  would 
not  have  co-operated  with  them.  No 
party  will  cooperate  with  another 
party  if  it  can  win  alone.  We  co-op- 
erated with  the  Republican  party  in 
North  Carolina  in  order  to  secure  hon- 
esty of  election*,  and  to  give  to  every 
citizen  an  assurance  that  be  might  cast 
his  vote  for  the  man  of  his  choice,  and 
have  his  vote  counted  as  he  ca3t  it.  We 
then  removed  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  the  blot  of  bull-pens  and  re- 
turning boards,  which  supported,  in 
the  face  not  only  of  the  negro,  but  also 
of  the  white  man  who  would  not  sub- 
mit to  the  dictation  of  the  Democratic 
machine,  "an  irresponsible  despotism 
which  bottomed  on  fraud."  We  secured 
this  by  co-operation  with  the  Republi- 
can party  in  North  Carolina.  If  we 
could  have  secured  it  alone,  they  would 
not  have  co-operated  with  them.  If 
they  could  have  secured  it  alone  they 
would  not  have  co-operated  with  us. 

What  course  shall  we  pursue  in  this 
campaign  ?  Shall  we  go  in  the  middle 
of  the  road  for  a  straight  fight,  or  shall 
we  co-operate  with  the  Republican 
party  ?  If  we  go  in  the  middle  of  the 
road,  which  might  be  the  best  course 
for  us  to  pursue  if  we  could  pursue  it 
and  live  as  an  organization,  the  can- 
vass will  be  made  against  our  candi- 
dates by  the  Democratic  party  that 
"you  have  no  chance  for  election,  our 
candidates  will  be  elected  or  the  Re- 
publican candidates  will  be  elected. 
You  are  simply  not  in  it."  They  said 
that  in  1892  when  we  voted  for  Weaver. 
Mauy  of  our  people  in  the  tace  of  this 
would  vote  for  the  candidates  of  our 
party ;  some,  I  do  not  know  how 
many,  would,  on  the  one  hand, 
vote  for  the  candidates  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  many  more,  because 
of  old  and  recently  engendered  bitter- 
ness against  the  Democratic  machine 
in  North  Carolina,  would  vote  for  Re- 
publican candidates.  After  this,  it 
would  be  a  difficult  thing  in  1900  to 
gather  around  one  center  the  men  that 
to-day  compose  the  Peoples  Party   of 
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North  Carolina.  The  Democratic  party 
knows  this.  They  seek  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  organization.  They  seek 
therefore  to  drive  us  into  the  middle 
of  the  road,  not  that  they  love  our 
principles  now  or  loved  them  in  1896, 
hut  because  they  hate  our  principles 
and  hate  us,  knowing  that  we  have 
be^n  a  thorn  in  their  flesh  which  has 
punctured  their  hypocrisy  and  over- 
thrown their  despotism. 

As  soon  asthey*rejected  our  propo- 
sition to  co-operate  on  a  basis  of  prin- 
ciples, retaining1  the  integrity  of  our 
organization  and  such  representation, 
State  and  national,  as  we  have  secured, 
tbey  began  to  circulate  their  campaign 
literature,  saying  that  we  could  not 
luse  with  the  Republican  party.  I 
think  we  can,  and  as  consistently  in 
this  campaign  as  at  any  time  hereto- 
fore. The  Republican  party  in  North 
Carolina  has  expressed  a  desire  to  co- 
operate with  us  again.  It  is  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Populist  State  Committee 
that  we  should  co-operate  with  the 
Republican  party  if  co-operation  can 
be  secured  upon  terms  as  advantageous 
to  us  as  we  have  secured  heretofore. 
We  are  not  going  to  co-operate  with 
toe  Republican  party  and  let  them 
dictate  all  the  terms.  We  have  never 
done  that.  The  co-operation  has  been 
mutually  advantageous,  and  the  ad- 
vantage, so  far  as  numbers  were  con- 
cerned, has  been  largely  on.  the  Popu- 
list side. 

But,  says  some  one,  you  are  silver 
men  and  anti-monopolists,  while  the 
Republicans  are  goidbugs  and  monop- 
olists. That's  true;  and  just  as  it  is 
true  that  the  Republicans  are  monop- 
olists and  goidbugs,  so  also  is  it  equal- 
ly true  that  the  controlling  ele- 
ments and  leaders  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party  in  North  Carolina 
are  monopolists  and  goidbugs  and  sup- 


pliant tools  of  corporations.  That  is 
proved  by  their  record  in  the  legisla- 
ture; by  the  action  of  the  late  Demo- 
cratic Convention  in  the  rejection  of 
our  proposition ;  by  the  men  who  con- 
trolled tbafc  convention;  and  by  the 
present  management  of  the  party  in 
this  State.  If  we  co-operate  at  all, 
therefore,  we  must  co-operate  with 
goidbugs  and  monopolists.  There  is 
this  difference  in  Norch  Carolina,  how- 
ever, between  the  Democratic  party 
and  the  Republican  party,  namely,  the 
Democratic  party  hates  the  Peoples 
Part.y,  and  by  any  means  would  com- 
pass its  destruction  as  the  only  means 
of  the  effective  life  of  the  Democratic 
party,  while  the  Republican  party,  for 
its  own  sake,  Is  willing  for  the  Peoples 
Party  to  live.  We  can  co-operate  with 
the  Republican  party  if  we  co-operate 
at  all,  and  preserve  the  life  of  our  or- 
ganization. If  we  can  preserve  the 
life  of  our  organization,  when  the  in- 
sincerity of  the  Democratic  party  is 
more  clearly  seen  in  1900  by  the  rank 
and  file  of  its  members,  we  shall  stand 
as  a  neclues  around  which  the  many 
who  think  alike  can  get  together  and 
fight  ail  opposition  with  some  hope  of 
success.  If  we  preserve  our  organiza- 
tion by  preserving  our  life  as  a  party 
by  preventing  the  Democratic  party 
from  controlling  the  legislature  of 
North  Carolina,  we  can  go  on  and 
teach  in  the  future  as  we  have  taught 
in  the  past.  If  we  are  disorganized, 
there  is  no  party  to  advocate  our  prin- 
ciples. It  seems  therefore  to  me,  to  be 
not  a  question  of  office  and  pie-hunt- 
ing, not  a  matter  of  desertion  or  prin- 
ciples as  our  enemies  allege,  but  a  mat- 
ter of  the  most  vital  principle,  of  the 
intensest  love  of  principle,  that  would 
justify  in  this  campaign  another  co- 
operation between  the  Peoples  Party 
and  the  Republican  party. 


